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Camp Reno
in Arizona. The original 
choice as a site for Camp 
Reno was in Green Valley 
near Payson, but on Octo-
ber 11, 1867 the post was 
established in the Tonto 
Valley at the foot of Mt. 
Ord near Reno Creek in the 
Mazatzal Range, in Gila 
County. It was named for 
Gen. Jessie Lee Reno, who 
was killed at Turner’s Gap, 
Maryland, during the Civil 
War in 1862.

(See Eyewitness on Page 4)

(See Apaches on Page 8) (See Army Camp on Page 6)
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This Week’s
Question:

In what Arizona
settlement did

Billy the Kid kill
his first victim,
a man named

Frank “Windy” Cahill?
(6 Letters)

The Battle of
Big Dry Wash

Grat, Emmett and Bob Dalton

The
Fetterman 
Massacre

Margaret Irvin Car-
rington was born 
in 1831. She was 

the first wife of Colonel Henry 
B. Carrington, the defensive-
minded commander of Fort 
Phil Kearney, on the Bozeman 
Trail in present day Wyoming. 
In 1866, tensions were high 
after the United States took 
the sacred Black Hills from 
the Oglala Sioux. Chief Red 
Cloud and Crazy Horse man-
aged to coax 81 troopers and 
civilians, led by Captain (bre-
vet Lieutenant Colonel) Wil-
liam Judd Fetterman, out of 
the defenses of the fort, result-
ing in a massacre of the entire 
column. Using decoys, the In-
dians led Fetterman’s troops 

Eyewitness Account Shows
Orders Not Followed

Brevet Lieutenant Colonel William Judd Fetterman

away from the fort and over 
Lodge Trail Ridge, despite or-
ders from Colonel Carrington 
not to pursue the Indians over 
the ridge. Margaret Carrington 
died in 1870 and her husband, 
the colonel, married Frances 
Grummond, the wife of one of 
the officers killed in the Fetter-
man Massacre. The following 
is an excerpt from Ab-sa-ra-ka, 
Home of the Crows, by Mar-
garet Carrington.

Though snow covered 
the mountains, and there was 
every indication of the return 
of severe weather, the morn-
ing was quite pleasant. Men

D
uring the spring of 
1882 a small group 
of White Mountain 

Apache warriors, sixty at the 
most, came out of their wil-
derness hiding and by early 
summer coalesced under the 
leadership of a man called 
Na-tio-tish.

In early July some of the 
warriors ambushed and killed 
four San Carlos policemen, 
including the police chief. 

Following the ambush Na-
tio-tish led his band of war-
riors northwest through the 
Tonto Basin, raiding as they 
went. Central Arizona resi-
dents were greatly alarmed 
and demanded protection 
from the army, which im-
mediately sent out fourteen 
companies of cavalry from 
forts surrounding the Tonto 
Basin.

In the middle of July Na-

tio-tish led his band up Cherry 
Creek to the Mogollon Rim, 
intending to reach General 
Springs, a well-known water 
hole on the Crook Trail. The 
Apaches noticed that they 
were trailed by a single troop 
of cavalry and decided to lay 
an ambush seven miles north 
of General Springs where a 
fork of East Clear Creek cuts

I
n the 1860s the Apach-
es would raid settle-
ments and travelers in 

central Arizona and disap-
pear into the Tonto Basin 
northeast of Phoenix to 
hide out. The army figured 
if it could control the Tonto 
Basin the Indians would not 
have a safe haven.

By General Order 39, 
Headquarters Department 
of California, Gen. Irvin 
McDowell ordered the 
building of Fort Reno near 
present day Punkin Center 
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Jim Harvey
The Arizona Trail
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Captain’s Bar Presents

Letters are hidden in the advertisements. Find the letters to spell the answer. 
Submit your answer with your name, address & phone number on a postcard 
for the current issue’s question to Territorial Publishing, P.O. Box 1690, Apache 
Junction, AZ  85217.  Look for the answer in the next issue. To have your name 
listed in the next issue, cards must be received no later than 10 days past the cur-
rent issue of the Territorial News. For example: submitted answers to the 2/7/18 
question, deadline is 2/17/18. Limit one postcard per household per issue. Must 
be at least 18 years old. Remember to put your name on your entry!

How to Play

Leo Achin, Ben Cerney, Sid Clarke, Joyce Davis, Doyle Ekey, Kevin Gartley, 
Charlene Harms, Vonnie Harris, Ron Kollross, Roger Kvammie, Robert 
Lidgett, Jean Powers, Roger Ringer, Bill Riordan, Katherine Sichling, William 
Smith, Richard Valley, R. Wolfe.

ARIZONA TRIVIA
This Week’s Question: In what Arizona settlement

did Billy the Kid kill his first victim,
a man named Frank “Windy” Cahill?

(6 Letters)

Last Issue’s Question: What Arizona city is home to the
Copper Queen Hotel and Brewery Gulch?

Answer: Bisbee

Congratulations! You got the right answer!

When it was payday at 
Clifton during the 1870s, 
copper miners were paid 
promissory notes instead of 
money. The only thing they 
could buy was merchandise 
at the mining company store. 
The notes were worthless 
anywhere else.

There was an 1895 
Flagstaff city ordnance that 
prohibited women from fre-

quenting saloons, as a cus-
tomer or an employee. One 
woman was fined ten dollars 
for playing piano in one to 
provide income for her fam-
ily when her husband was 
sick. A district judge said she 
didn’t have to pay.

At Williams in 1898, 
feelings were high against the 
federal government’s plan to 
control timber cutting and 

livestock grazing in the for-
ests. Ranchers and sawmill 
operators wanted to send a 
representative to Washing-
ton to “head off the scheme” 
which they claimed violated 
their right to unlimited ac-
cess to wood and grass on 
public land.

In 1901, Charles Spen-
cer was mining for gold in 
the sands and shale along 
the Colorado River upstream 
from the Grand Canyon. He 
used a steamboat to haul 
coal from a deposit close to 
the river. The coal provided 
the steam for the boat and 
for dredging equipment. The 
investment and work would 
be in vain because there 
wasn’t enough gold to meet 
expenses.

That same year, 1901, 
the town of Williams was 
incorporated and the Santa 
Fe Railroad built a spur line 
from Williams to the south 
rim of the Grand Canyon. A 
round trip ticket cost $3.95. 
The train replaced much 
slower stagecoaches.

In 1919, owners of 
Model T Fords at Ash Fork 
relied on the Sears catalog 
to buy accessories for their 
cars. Available by mail order 
were radiator ornaments, a 
clamp-on dash light, sun vi-
sors, emergency gas and wa-
ter containers, and devices 
to stop a parked car from 
rolling. Also available was 
a gadget to keep the fan belt 
from coming off.

An upscale 1925 Ari-
zona dude ranch had indoor 
plumbing in all its guest cot-
tages, polo grounds, and ten-
nis courts.

Oh Great Spirit of our Ancestors,
I raise my pipe to you.

To your messengers the four winds,
and to Mother Earth who provides for your children.

Give us the wisdom to teach our children
to love, to respect, and to be kind to each other

so that they may grow with peace of mind.
Let us learn to share all good things that

you provide for us on this Earth.

Native American Prayer for Peace

I
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Only the Best for Ben
Holladay’s Overland Stage

(See Stagecoach on Page 10)

B
usinessman Benja-
min Holladay created 
the Overland Stage 

Route to California during 
the height of the 1849 Gold 
Rush. The stagecoaches 
Holladay used for the Over-
land Trail Stage Route were 
built by the Abbot-Downing 
Company in Concord, New 
Hampshire. At a cost of 
$1050 each, these one ton 
“Concord Coaches” were 
the finest road vehicle of 
its time—a supreme achieve-
ment of American stage-
coach building. Without a 
doubt, it was the finest coach 
the world has ever known. 
In 1864, Holladay sent in a 
single order for twenty-nine 
Concord Coaches.

The wheels were made 
of seasoned white oak, well 
dried to withstand the heat 
and the cold, and were mas-
terpieces themselves. Other 
coach wheels would shrink 
or warp in the changing 
weather conditions out West. 
But not the Concord wheels. 
The spokes were all hand 
made and fitted to the rim 

and the hub so carefully that 
one could not see where they 
joined.

In 1861, Mark Twain 
and his brother traveled west 
by overland stagecoach. In 
Roughing It, Twain described 
the coach as “a cradle on 
wheels,” as it rocked on its 
thoroughbraces instead of 
bouncing on steel springs. 
They rode “a-top of the fly-
ing coach, dangled our legs 

over the side and leveled an 
outlook over the world-wide 
carpet about us for things 
new and strange to gaze at. It 
thrills me to think of the life 
and the wild sense of free-
dom on those fine overland 
mornings!”

The coach had adjust-
able leather curtains that 
covered the windows of the
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Fetterman Massacre

(See Eyewitness on Page 11)

Eyewitness

(From Page 1)

only wore blouses at their 
work, and the train, although 
much later than usual, went 
to the Pinery with a strong 
guard, so that the teamsters, 
choppers, and escort, all 
armed, numbered not far 
from ninety men.

The children ran in 
about 11 o’clock, shouting 
“Indians!” and the pickets 
on Pilot Hill could be dis-
tinctly seen giving the signal 
of “Indians,” on the line of 
the wood road; and news was 
also furnished that the train 
was in corral only a short dis-
tance from the garrison.

The officers and all the 
ladies were soon watching for 

other usual demonstrations, 
while a detail was being orga-
nized to relieve the train.

Brevet Lieutenant-Col-
onel Fetterman, then walk-
ing back and forth before his 
quarters, near where the col-
onel was giving his instruc-
tions, asked and obtained 
permission to go with the de-
tachment.

Lieutenant Grummond, 
also at his own request, took 
part in Company C, 2nd 
United States Cavalry, mak-
ing the whole force just sev-
enty-eight officers and men. 
Captain Brown, unknown to 
the officers of the garrison, 
as well as citizens Wheatley 
and Fisher, both experienced 
frontiersmen and good shots, 
also joined the party.

The orders were given 
in front of Lieutenant Grum-
mond’s house, next to the 
colonel’s, and those who 
were present heard them re-
peated with distinctness and 
special urgency. Lieutenant

B
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Camp Reno

(See Army Camp on Page 22)

Army Camp

(From Page 1)

The order directed 
troops to leave Camp Grant, 

go to Fort McDowell, and 
then move on to build Fort 
Reno. The buildings were to 
be erected in this order: shel-
ter huts for men, a shelter 
hospital, a shelter storehouse, 

shelter huts for officers, and 
shelter huts for animals. Ex-
tra pay was given the enlisted 
men during the construction 
and road building periods.

Several mistakes were 
made in planning Camp 
Reno, not the least of which 
was the location. Dense con-
centrations of scrub oak and 
mesquite, along with several 
deep gullies surrounding the 
site made the fort difficult to 
defend. The site was also so 
remote that it made it tough 
to supply. Getting men and 
supplies to the camp required 
building a road over some of 
the most challenging terrain 
in the territory.

As a sub-station of Fort 
McDowell, Camp Reno was 
a departure point for mili-
tary expeditions against the 
Tonto and Pinal Apache 
Indians. At Ft. McDowell 
and the outpost of Camp 
Reno five companies were to 
guard the depot and operate 
against the Apache. In 1868, 
reports stated that five par-
ties had scoured the country
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150 Years Ago in the Old West
February 1, 1868
James Parks goes to work 
as a bridge carpenter for 
the Union Pacific Railroad. 
He will ascend to become 
the railroad’s supervisor 
of bridges and buildings 
in Colorado in 1871, a po-
sition he will hold for 32 
years.

February 10, 1868
The editor William Allen 
White the “Sage of Empo-
ria” is born in Emporia, 
Kansas. White will buy 

the Emporia Gazette in 1895 
and win the Pulitzer Prize 
for his editorial “To an Anx-
ious Friend” (1922) and a 
posthumous Pulitzer for The 
Autobiography of William A. 
White (1946).

The German Savings and 
Loan is incorporated in San 
Francisco.

February 11, 1868
The Union Pacific completes 
the laying of tracks to Coyote 
(present Collyer), Kansas.

February 13, 1868
The cornerstone of the Al-
hambra Theater is laid in 
San Francisco.

February 26, 1868
The Chicago and North-
western Railroad sends 
1,600 carloads of iron to 
the Union Pacific’s con-
struction crews.

National Headline
February 24, 1868
PRESIDENT JOHNSON 
IMPEACHED BY HOUSE
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Battle of Big Dry Wash
Apaches

(From Page 1)

a precipitous gorge into the 
Mogollon Rim. The Apach-
es hid on the far side and 

waited.
Captain Adna R. Chaf-

fee led the cavalry company. 
Unbeknownst to Na-tio-tish, 
Chaffee was guided by the 
famous scout Al Sieber, who 
soon discovered the Apach-

es’ trap and warned the 
troops. Also unbeknownst 
to Na-tio-tish, during the 
night Chaffee’s lone com-
pany was reinforced by four 
more under the command 
of Major A.W. Evans.

Early in the morning 
of July 17 one company of 
cavalry opened fire from 
the rim facing the Apaches. 
Meanwhile, Chaffee sent 
two companies upstream 
and two downstream to 
sneak across the canyon and 
attack the Apaches. Na-tio-
tish failed to post lookouts 
and the troops crossed over 
undetected. From sixteen to 
twenty-seven warriors were 
killed, including Na-tio-tish.

The Battle of Big Dry 
Wash was the last battle 
fought between the Apach-
es and army regulars. It was 
also one of the few times 
that army soldiers fought 
and bested Apaches in actu-
al battle, but this was main-
ly because, as one historian 
noted, “it was one of the few 
instances in which Apaches 
allowed themselves to be 
drawn into conventional 
battle.”

O
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Overland Stage

(See Stagecoach on Page 18)There are now 9 times as many smart phones in the world 
than there are smart people.

Stagecoach

(From Page 3)

coach, but they definitely 
weren’t capable of keeping 
out the dust and wind, let 
alone the snow or rain. When 
closed, they made the interi-
or pitch dark and steam-heat-
ed. A coach came complete 
with leather boot, deck seat, 
brakes, lamps and ornamen-
tal sides so magnificent that 
small boys cheered with de-
light as the vehicle came 
charging through town. The 

“strong box,” which carried 
the more valuable mail was 
kept under the driver’s seat, 
which was unprotected, and 
only about eight inches lower 
than the roof. The coaches 
were also equipped with an 
ingenious apparatus for brak-
ing. Sand boxes were placed 
over the brake pads in such 
a way so that sand could be 
released when approaching 
the more rugged hills along 
the trail.

The inside of the Con-
cord Coach was only a bit 
over four feet in width, and 

its height inside was about 
four and one-half feet. The 
interior, upholstered in pad-
ded leather and damask 
cloth, had three seats pro-
viding space for nine pas-
sengers. The seats, covered 
with leather-covered pads, 
were reported to be harder 
than the wood beneath them. 
The middle seat unfortunate-
ly was just a bench with no 
back support. Some had a 
leather strap across the back 
that was fastened to one side



many words, “to relieve the 
train, and under no circum-
stances to cross the ridge.” 
Everybody knew why special 
emphasis was given to these 
orders.

Only two days before, 
Brevet Major Powell had been 
sent out to relieve a train, and 
obeyed his orders literally, 
although, as he afterward 

said, he was sorely tempted 
to pursue, but became after-
ward convinced that certain 
destruction would have been 
the result.

Before Captain Fetter-
man left, a few Indian pick-
ets were seen on Lodge Trail 
Ridge, and a few were below 
the fort at the road cross-
ing. Two or three case shot, 
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Fetterman Massacre

(See Eyewitness on Page 16)

Eyewitness

(From Page 4)

Wands was also instructed to 
repeat them. As if peculiarly 
impressed with some antici-
pations of rashness in the 
movement, the colonel, just 
after the command left, went 
across the parade-ground to 
a sentry platform, 
halted the mount-
ed party, and gave 
additional orders, 
understood in the 
garrison, and by 
those who heard 
them, to be the 
substantial rep-
etition of the for-
mer.

The health of 
Mrs. Grummond 
was such that 
Lieutenant Wands and other 
friends urged him [Lieuten-
ant Grummond], for his fam-
ily’s sake, to be prudent, and 
avoid all rash movements and 
any pursuit that would draw 
them over Lodge Trail Ridge, 
and to report to Brevet Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Fetterman 
the orders he had received. 
These orders were, in so 

Fort Phil Kearny, from a drawing by Second
Cavalry Bugler Antonio Nicoli in 1867

dropped near them, dis-
mounted one and brought 
nearly thirty out of the brush. 
These at once disappeared. 
After the detachment had 
been gone a short time, find-
ing that Captain Fetterman 
had left without a surgeon, 
the colonel sent Dr. Hines, 
with one of his own order-
lies, to join the train and re-

port to Captain 
Fetterman; Doc-
tor Hines started, 
but soon returned 
with the news 
that the train had 
safely pursued 
its route to the 
woods; that Cap-
tain Fetterman 
was on the ridge 
to the north, out 
of view, and that 
there were so 

many Indians in sight that 
he could not join the party. 
It was about noon, and a 
man rushed in to say that 
firing was renewed. Every 
shot could be heard, and 
there was little doubt that a 
desperate fight was going on 
in the valley of Peno Creek
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The Oregon Trail

(See Emigrants on Page 19)

A
lthough U.S. sover-
eignty over the Or-
egon Territory was 

not clearly established until 
1846, American fur trappers 
and missionary groups had 
been living in the region for 
decades. American farmers 
became interested after doz-
ens of books and lectures 
proclaimed Oregon’s agri-
cultural potential. The first 
overland immigrants to Or-

egon, mostly farmers, came 
in 1841 when a small band 
of 70 pioneers left Indepen-
dence, Missouri. They fol-
lowed a route blazed by fur 
traders, which took them 
west along the Platte River 
through the Rocky Moun-
tains via the easy South 
Pass in Wyoming and then 
northwest to the Columbia 
River. In the years to come, 
pioneers came to call the 

route the Oregon Trail.
In 1842, a slightly larg-

er group of 100 pioneers 
made the 2,000-mile jour-
ney to Oregon. The next 
year, however, the number 
of emigrants skyrocketed to 
1,000. The sudden increase 
was a product of a severe 
depression in the Midwest 
combined with a flood of 
propaganda from fur trad-
ers, missionaries, and gov-
ernment officials extolling 
the virtues of the northwest-
ern land. Farmers dissatis-
fied with their prospects 
in Ohio, Illinois, Kentucky, 
and Tennessee hoped to 
find better lives in the sup-
posed paradise of Oregon.

On May 22, 1843, some 
1,000 men, women, and chil-
dren climbed aboard their 
wagons and steered their 
horses west out of the small 
town of Elm Grove, Mis-
souri. The train comprised 
more than 100 wagons with 
a herd of 5,000 oxen and 
cattle trailing behind. Dr. 
Elijah White, a Presbyterian 
missionary who had made 
the trip the year before, 
served as guide.

The first section of the 
Oregon Trail ran through 
the relatively flat country of 
the Great Plains. Obstacles

T
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The Merchants of Historic Florence Welcome You!

According to past visitor evaluations, the Florence 
Home Tour is one of the best in Arizona. Comments 
included those who praised the layout and quality of the 
historic homes to the small details such as available food 
vendors and accompanying events.

The 33rd Annual Historic Florence Home Tour on 
Saturday, February 10, 2018 should continue this repu-
tation as a quality event. The tour is from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Day-of ticket sales begins at 9:30 a.m. at Jaques 
Square which is located at 291 North Main Street.

Visitors may walk the tour route or ride trolleys to 
the outlying historical structures. Information will be 
provided by tour guides on each of the three trolleys.

The theme for the Home Tour, “Florence: An Arizo-
na Hidden Treasure” reveals the little-known intriguing 
and entertaining facts about the town contained within 
the walls of these homes.

In addition to the Home Tour, the Maricopa High 
School Theatre Company will perform three re-enact-
ments of “The Baron of Arizona.” The performances 
will be at the McFarland State Park at 9:30 a.m., 11:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. McFarland State Park is located 
at Ruggles and Main Streets in Florence. The Theatre 
Company is led by Arizona Master Teacher, Cynthia 
Calhoun whose theatre company has received state and 

national recognition for its performances, including the 
recent, “The Taming of the Shrew.”

At 2:00 p.m., the Pinal County Historical Museum 
will host a special presentation of the Wild Horse and 
Burro Inmate Program. This is a fascinating example of 
government agencies partnering to not only care and 
train wild horses and burros for adoption, but also gives 
select Department of Corrections inmates the oppor-
tunity to care and train the animals. Program supervi-
sor Randy Helm will discuss the program and present 
a special display of saddles and cowboy gear, from a 
by-gone era.

The Florence Arts and Culture Commission will 
offer a Quick Draw Artist Contest and Silent Auction 
at 10:30 a.m. Artists have 90 minutes to begin and com-
plete a portrait or landscape and the finished products 
will be auctioned off at the end of the contest. Specta-
tors are welcome to watch as these talented artists, cre-
ate impressive works of art. The contest is at the Jacob 
Suter House located at 270 North Pinal Street.

The Windmill Winery is hosting a Wine Garden 
from noon to 4:00 p.m. at Padilla Park, Sixth and Main 
Streets in downtown Florence.

Home Tour tickets are only $15 for adults the day of 
the event or $10 in advance. Advance tickets are avail-
able at the Pinal County Historical Society and Muse-
um, Greater Florence Chamber of Commerce and the 
Florence Library and Community Center. Tickets may 
also be purchased online at: florenceazhometour.bpt.
me.

For questions or more information, please contact 
John Nixon, recreation superintendent at the Florence 
Community Services Department at (520) 868-7699 or 
go to www.florenceaz.gov/hometour

33nd Annual
Florence Historic 

Home Tour
“Florence: An Arizona

Hidden Treasure”
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The Valentine State

(See Joe Six Pack on Page 17)

We live in an age where mentioning you read a book 
seems a little bit like you’re showing off.

 
This one is for my friend 

NJ: 
“The best portion of a 

good man’s life is his little, 
nameless unremembered acts 
of kindness and of love.”

- William Wordsworth

“Valentine’s Day is when 
a lot of married men are re-
minded what a poor shot Cu-
pid really is.”

- Unknown
 
 
I’m having breakfast 

with Joe at the Little Mesa 
Cafe. Says Joe, “My earliest 
memory of Valentine’s Day 
is when I was in first grade. 

In those days you could buy 
packages of 25 or 50 Valen-
tine’s Day cards, school kid 
stuff. The whole class would 
decorate empty tissue boxes 
and we would go around the 

room and pass out our Valen-
tines. The night before was 
a big deal, as we would pick 
out cards from the package 
and address them, giving the 
ones we liked best to the pret-
tiest girls and dump the duds 
on the guys. Lots of times we 
didn’t put our names in the 

cards, just write a little mes-
sage and leave it unsigned. 
It strikes me now that first 
grade was a young age to be-
gin seeking the amorous at-
tentions of the gentler sex.” I 
chuckle, wondering what I’m 
going to get my wife. Joe con-
tinues, “Big day of the year, 
though, if you’re a florist, 
own a candy store, or you’re 
related to the Hallmark fam-
ily. You know America is the 
land of opportunity. Leave it 
to us to make the most out of 
commercializing a holiday.”

Somebody is making a 
buck!

 

 Arizona, now known as 
the Grand Canyon State, was 
once nicknamed the Valen-
tine State, joining the union 
on February 14, 1912, becom-
ing the 48th state and the last 
of the 48 contiguous (con-
nected) states.

Spanish Franciscan 
Friar Marcos de Niza was 
the first European to ex-
plore Arizona in 1539. He 
was followed a year later 
by Francisco V’asquez de 
Coronado, both of them in 
search of gold. Most of the 
early settlement was for mis-
sionary purposes. In 1775 
the Spanish established Fort 
Tucson.

In the Treaty of Guada-
lupe Hidalgo (1848), ending 
the Mexican War (1846–48), 
Mexico relinquished control 
of the area north of the Gila 
River to the United States. 
This area became part of 
the U.S. Territory of New 
Mexico in 1850. The United 
States, wishing to build a rail-
road through the area South 
of the Gila River, bought the 
area between the river and 
the present day southern 
boundary of Arizona from 
Mexico in the Gadsden Pur-
chase  (1853).

In 1861, at the outbreak 
of the Civil War, conven-
tions held at Tucson and 
Mesilla declared the area 
part of the Confederacy. In 
the only engagement fought 
in the Arizona area, a small 
group of Confederate pick-
ets held off Union cavalry 
Northwest of Tucson in the 
skirmish known as the battle 
of Picacho Pass.

In 1863, Arizona was 
organized as a separate ter-
ritory, with its first, tempo-
rary capital at Fort Whipple.

Quotes

Memories

The Valentine State
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Fetterman Massacre

(See Eyewitness on Page 20)

Eyewitness

(From Page 11)

beyond the ridge. The pres-
ence of Lieutenant Grum-
mond with the party gave us 
new anxiety, and many heart-

felt prayers were offered that 
he might return in safety. The 
colonel was on the “lookout,” 
on headquarters building, 
and gave his orders before 
coming down.

It seemed long, but was 
hardly twelve minutes before 

Captain Ten Eyck, Lieuten-
ant Matson, Dr. Hines, and 
Dr. Ould, with a relieving 
party, were moving, on the 
run, for the scene of action. 
We had all watched Captain 
Fetterman until the curve 
of Sullivant Hills shut him 
off, and then he was on the 
southern slope of the ridge, 
apparently intending to cut 
off the retreat of the Indians 
from the train. Wagons and 
ambulances were hurried up; 
the whole garrison was on the 
alert; extra ammunition for 
both parties was started, and 
even the prisoners were put 
on duty to give the guard and 
all available men their perfect 
freedom for whatever might 
transpire. Couriers were sent 
to the woods to bring back 
the train and its guard, to 
secure its support, as well as 
from the fear that the diver-
sion of Captain Fetterman 
from his orders might still 
involve its destruction; and 
shortly Captain Arnold came 
to report that the whole force 
of armed men left at the post, 
including guard and every-
thing, was but one hundred 
and nineteen men.

Until the wagons gal-
loped out of the gate, we 
could see a solitary Indian 
on the highest part of Lodge 
Trail Ridge; but he soon dis-
appeared. All this time firing 
was increasing in intensity, 
and in little more than thirty 
minutes, --after one or two 
quick volleys, the rattle of 
file-firing, and a few scatter-
ing shots,--a perfect silence 
ensured. There were then 
many anxious hearts, and 
waiting was perfectly terrible! 
The movements of Captain 
Ten Eyck were watched with 
intensest interest. The pickets 
could give no information, 
and a messenger sent upon 
Sullivant Hills could see nei-
ther Indians nor troops. It 
was just before Captain Ten 
Eyck’s party reached the top 
of the hill across the Piney, 
north of the Virginia City 
road, that all firing ceased. 
Soon orderly Sample was 
seen to break away from the 
command and make for the 
fort, with his horse, on the 
run. He brought the message 
that the valleys were full of 
Indians, and that several hun-
dred were on the road below, 
yelling and challenging them 
to come down; but nothing 
could be seen of Fetterman.
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Valentine State

(See Joe Six Pack on Page 23)

Joe Six Pack

(From Page 14)
 

Prescott became the capital 
in 1865. Charles D. Poston, 
who had worked to achieve 
Arizona’s new status, was 
elected as the territory’s first 
delegate to the U.S. Con-
gress. The capital was moved 
to Tucson in 1867, back to 
Prescott in 1877, and finally 
to Phoenix in 1889.

 There are many ver-
sions of the history of Val-
entine’s Day. In ancient 
Rome, February 14th was 
a holiday to honor Juno. 
Juno was the Queen of the 
Roman gods and goddesses. 
The Romans also knew her 
as the goddess of women 
and marriage. The follow-
ing day, February 15th, be-
gan the Feast of Luperca-
lia. Lives of young boys and 
girls were strictly separate. 
One custom of young people 
was name drawing, a type 
of Roman lottery. On the 
eve of the festival of Luper-
calia the names of eligible 

Roman girls were placed in 
a big urn. Young men would 
draw a girl’s name from the 
urn. They would then be 
partners for the duration of 
the festival. Sometimes the 
pairing of the children last-

ed an entire year, and often, 
they would fall in love and 
would later marry.

There were three dif-
ferent St. Valentines.

St. Valentine’s Day



Februay 7, 2018Territorial NewsPage 18

Overland Stage

(See Stagecoach on Page 21)

The older I get, the earlier it gets late.

Stagecoach

(Frpm Page 10)

of the stage, and was hooked 
across to the other side. This 
seat was reserved for the late-
comers who were subject to 
a tortuous, uncomfortable 
ride. On the outside one rider 

could sit alongside the driver. 
The body of the coach was 
so strong, that sometimes as 
many as ten or twelve adven-
turous passengers could be 
seen perched up on top.

The final touch for the 
Concord Coach was its paint 
job. And, there were never 
any two exactly alike. It was a 

gloriously beautiful coach to 
look at with the favorite col-
ors for the coaches being red 
for the body and yellow trim, 
with an exquisite landscape 
on the doors. The two coats 
of paint were hand rubbed, 
then finished with two more 
coats of spar varnish. Gold 
leaf scrollwork was artistical-
ly painted in the interior.

Mail sacks, often weigh-
ing as much as 250 pounds, 
were carried in the leather 
“boot” along with the pas-
senger’s luggage. Sometimes 
a passenger would even crawl 
into the boot to take a nap. 
The coaches were drawn by 
some of the finest and swift-
est horses that Ben Holladay 
could provide. They were able 
to travel at about 15 miles per 
hour.

Ben Holladay was a man 
who always did things with a 
flourish. His drivers were or-
dered to arrive at each stage 
station with a gallop, if at all 
possible. It must have been 
quite a sight! With the driv-
er’s whip cracking furiously 
over the horses’ heads, and 
the messenger sitting next 
to him blasting on a trum-
pet, the four to six matched 
horses would thunder down 
the road, and pull up to the 
Overland Trail Stage Station 
snorting and prancing. With 
the only other route to Cali-
fornia around South America 
in a sailing ship, Holladay 
boasted that passengers on 
the Overland could get to 
Sacramento in an astonish-
ing fourteen days. 

The first priorities then 
were excellent, well-bred hors-
es. The previous owners of 
the mail express line had used 
mules, thinking that horses 
wouldn’t be able to stand up 
to the hard work and harsh 
conditions. The mules were 
considered to be more trac-
table, smarter and capable 
of pulling a heavier load, but 
they also proved to be cranky 
and slow. Holladay intended 
to run the mail and stage line 
with the swiftness and regu-
larity of the railroads. Ben 
Holladay instructed his men 
to “spare no expense, and 
buy the best.” And so they 
did. He paid the bill of over 
$500,000 for his new stock: 
2750 of the best horses avail-
able which were sent to the 
stage stations. Each team, 
usually well matched of the 
same shade, would make the
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The Oregon Trail
Emigrants

(From Page 12)

were few, though the river 
crossings could be danger-
ous for wagons. The dan-
ger of Indian attacks was 
a small, but genuine, risk. 
To be on the safe side, the 
pioneers drew their wag-
ons into a circle at night 
to create a makeshift stock-
ade. If they feared Indians 
might raid their livestock-
the Plains tribes valued the 
horses, though generally ig-
nored the oxen-they would 
drive the animals into the 
enclosure.

Although many of the 
pioneers believed Indians 
were their greatest threat, 
they quickly learned that 
they were more likely to be 
injured or killed by a host 
of more mundane causes. 
Obstacles included acciden-
tal discharge of firearms, 
falling off mules or horses, 
drowning in river crossings, 
and disease. After entering 
the mountains, the trail also 
became much more diffi-
cult, with steep ascents and 

descents over rocky terrain. 
The pioneers risked injury 
from overturned and run-
away wagons.

Yet the vast major-
ity of pioneers on the trail 
survived to reach their des-
tination in the fertile, well-
watered land of western 
Oregon. The migration of 
1844 was smaller than that 
of the previous season, but 

in 1845 it jumped to nearly 
3,000. Thereafter, migration 
on the Oregon Trail was an 
annual event, although the 
practice of traveling in giant 
convoys of wagons gave way 
to many smaller bands of 
one or two-dozen wagons. 
The trail was heavily trav-
eled until 1884, when the 
Union Pacific constructed a 
railway along the route.

The first gold strike in 
the Old West was made by 
Jose Ortiz in 1832 south 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
in what would quickly be-
come the boom town of 
Delores.

 
Billy the Kid was born 

in New York City on Sep-
tember 17, 1859.

 
Established in 1827, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kan-
sas is the oldest military 
post in continuous opera-
tion west of the Missis-
sippi.

The famous gunfight at 
the O.K. Corral only lasted 
about thirty seconds.

Jesse James was called 
“Dingus” by his friends.

Cowboys driving cattle 
to the market could expect 
to make between $25 and 
$40 per month.  A Trail 
Boss might make as much 
as $125 per month.

Female bandit, Pearl 
Hart, was the last person 
to rob a stagecoach in 
1899.

Wild West Facts

N
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Fetterman Massacre
Eyewitness

(From Page 16)

As was afterward learned, 
this party was on the very 
field of carnage, and doubt-
less they were completing 
their robbery and butchery. 
It was after dark when Cap-
tain Ten Eyck returned, with 
forty-nine of the bodies, and 
made the terrible announce-
ment that all were killed.

To a woman whose 
house and heart received the 
widow as a sister, and whose 
office it was to advise her of 
the facts, the recital of the 
scenes of that day, even at this 
later period, is full of pain; 
but at the time, the Christian 

fortitude and holy calmness 
with which Mrs. Grummond 
looked upward to her Heav-
enly Father for wisdom and 
strength, inspired all with 
something of her same pa-
tience to know the worst and 
meet its issues.

The body of Lieutenant 
Grummond had not been 
rescued, and there was some 
faint hope that stragglers 
might yet come in and break 
the absolute gloom of the 
tragedy by some explanatory 
and redeeming feature.

At last the wood train 
came in, having seen nothing 
of Fetterman, not even having 
heard the firing, or suspected 
any additional danger after 
repulsing their own immedi-

ate assailants. Imagination 
only can suggest how wide-
sweeping would have been 
the massacre had any consid-
erable portion of the hostile 
bands renewed the attack on 
the train after the successful 
decoy of the others to inevi-
table destruction.

With the next morning 
came a meeting of officers, 
with universal disinclination, 
generally expressed, to ven-
ture a search for the remaining 
dead. The safety of any small 
party seemed doubtful, and 
the post itself might be imper-
iled by a large draft upon the 
garrison. But the colonel had 
made up his mind, and freely 
expressed his purpose “not to 
let the Indians have the con-
viction that the dead could 
not be rescued;” and besides 
this, the very men who had 
passed through the war with 
out blanching began to form 
ideas of the numbers and bar-
barity of the Indians, which 
threatened to take away one-
half their real strength. So 
the colonel informed Mrs. 
Grummond that he should 
go in person, and would 
bring home her husband. 
Captain Ten Eyck, Lieuten-
ant Matson, and Dr. Ould 
went with the party. Long 
after they left, and they left 
with the cheerful Godspeed 
of every woman and soldier 
of the garrison, on a holy mis-
sion, the pickets, which were 
distributed on the line of 
march, indicated their prog-
ress, and showed that neither 
the fort nor the detachment 
could be threatened without 
such connection of signals as 
would advise both and secure 
co-operation whatever might 
ensue.

Long after dark, the wag-
ons and command returned 
with the remaining dead, 
slowly passing to the hospi-
tal and other buildings made 
ready for their reception.
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Overland Stage
Stagecoach

(From Page 18)

fifteen or so miles between 
each station every day, then 
return the next.

Challenges were the 
norm of the day for the stage 
drivers and their teams of 
horses on the more than 
2000 miles journey from St. 
Joseph, Missouri to Sacra-
mento, California. Driving 
the stages smoothly over a 
narrow, twisting mountain 
trail was probably the ulti-
mate test of the driver’s skill. 
Many of the travelers’ diaries 
stated that they preferred to 
travel at night, so that they 
didn’t have to look at the 
cliffs, and narrow spots along 
the trail that the horses had 
to maneuver. 

The six-horse “hitch”, or 
team, consisted of three pairs 
of horses: the wheelers were 
next to the coach. They were 
the largest and most depend-
able of the team, weighing in 
at about 1250 pounds each. 
They understood the subtle 
jerks on the lines made by 
the driver, and were able to 

turn at the appropriate point. 
The center pair of the team 
were called swings and each 
weighed about 1100 pounds. 
The smallest pair, called the 
leaders, weighed about 1000 
pounds, and actually led the 
team. From the driver’s van-
tage point, the horses on 
the right were called “off,” 
the horses on the left, the 
“near.” 

On any turn on a narrow 
mountain trail, the driver was 
required to turn each pair of 
animals separately. This was 
necessary so that the team 
did not become tangled up 
with each other, and overturn 
the stage. Most illustrations 
of drivers, and stages, show 
the driver wielding his whip 
to spur the team on. This was 
just not done very often. The 

driver had both hands full 
just managing the six lines. 
Any animal that needed to be 
whipped to perform, was not 
a part of the Overland team. 
Most often, the whip was 
carried by the driver only as 
a symbol of his importance, 
and in times of “showboat-
ing” when entering or leaving 
the station in a flourish.

A
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Business & Services

Camp Reno

Pretty Derned Cold
It got so derned cold at our ranch one winter that the thermometer

dropped to ninety-five degrees below zero. Our foreman came
out to give us orders fer the day, but the words froze as they
came out of his mouth. We had to break ‘em off one by one

so’s we could tell what he was sayin’.
-Anonymous Cowboy, quoted in Life magazine, 1942

Army Camp

(From Page 6)

in the vicinity of Camp Reno, 
commanded by Gen. A.J. Al-
exander, who had kept his 
troops busy against the Pinal 
Apache.

As if the army didn’t 
have enough problems, one 
of the soldiers became an 
anonymous correspondent 
for the Prescott newspaper, 
the Arizona Daily Miner, 
writing under the name 

“Reno.” “Reno” kept the pub-
lic informed of the army’s 
troubles, including sickness 
from spoiled supplies and 
some questionable command 
decisions.

The post was given 
up by the military March 
8, 1870. When travelers 
came through in 1871, they 
took the road to Reno Pass, 
found good water, plenty of 
old horseshoes and nails. 
By 1878 only piles of dirt 
outlined the place where the 
fort had stood, and only the 

sutler’s store remained in-
tact.

Today the only rem-
nants of the camp are some 
rock footings, mostly hidden 
in deep brush.

You can get to the site 
today by taking the Reno 
Pass Trail, following forest 
road FR22 near Sunflower to 
FR524 to the camp and end-
ing near Punkin Center. This 
road is extremely rough in 
some places and should not 
be attempted without a four-
wheel-drive vehicle. 
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Valentine State
Joe Six Pack

(From Page 17)

The Catholic Church rec-
ognizes three saints by that 
name, all who were martyred 
on February 14. In 496 A.D., 
February 14 was declared a 
Church holiday in the name 
of St. Valentine by Pope Ge-
lasius. It remained a Church 
holiday until 1969, when 
Pope Paul VI took it from the 
calendar.

The St. Valentine that 
the day is named for is be-
lieved to have been a priest 
and physician in the 3rd cen-
tury who performed secret 
marriages when the Roman 
Emperor Claudius II thought 
single soldiers were more like-
ly to enlist in the army. That 
St. Valentine was imprisoned 
and executed. Legend says 
while imprisoned he convert-
ed the jailer by restoring sight 
to the jailer’s daughter. Addi-
tionally some believe he left 
a farewell note to the jailer’s 
daughter, who had become 
his friend, signed “From Your 
Valentine.”

Many customs surround-

ing St. Valentine’s Day origi-
nated in Europe during the 
Middle Ages, that on Febru-
ary 14th, half-way through 
the second month of the 
year, the birds begin to pair. 
In English poet Geoffrey 

Chaucer’s 14th century “Par-
liament of Foules” we read:

 
For this was sent on Seynt 

Valentyne’s day 
Whan every foul cometh ther 

to choose his mate.
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