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Terrorized the Arizona Frontier
By Richard W. Kimball

T

he Valenzuela Gang
was one of the most
notorious bunch of
outlaws ever seen in Arizona
Territory during the mid1880s. A burly man named
Francisco Valenzuela (some
sources record his name
as Francisco Vega) was its
leader. The gang consisted of
Francisco and his brother Inocente as well as several other Hispanic gunmen, robbers
and scoundrels. The outlaws
specialized in extortion and
used terrorizing methods to
persuade people to pay up
or else. The gang operated

Charles Stanton in front of his store

primarily in the gold field region along the Hassayampa
River where they robbed, and
sometimes killed, the placer
miners. The gang was based
at Weaver, a little settlement

In Their Own Words

At the Gold Mines

L
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ouise Clappe was
“Dame Shirley”
to the readers of
her “Shirley Letters” in
the Pioneer magazine.
She had come west with
her doctor husband in
1851 from New England.
Miners work a “Long Tom”
In this letter, she explains
some of what it takes to work to make its own. Here, they
in the gold fields of Feather have decided that no man
River Canyon, California.
may “claim” an area of more
than forty feet square. This
First, let me explain to he “stakes off” and puts a noyou the “claiming” system. tice upon it, to the effect that
As there are no State laws he “holds” it for mining purupon the subject, each min- poses. If he does not choose
ing community is permitted to “work it” immediately, he

is obliged to renew the
notice every ten days; for
without this precaution,
any other person has a
right to “jump it,” that is,
to take it from him.
There are many ways
of evading the above
law. For instance, an individual can “hold” as many
“claims” as he pleases, if he
keeps a man at work in each,
for this workman represents
the original owner. I am told,
however, that the laborer,
himself, can “jump” the
(See Shirley on Page 6)

a couple of miles southeast
of Antelope Station.
Antelope Station was
established in 1863 shortly after prospectors found
placer gold along Antelope
Creek. Its main purpose was
to serve as a stage stop be-

tween Prescott and Phoenix.
But as more and more miners arrived in the area, the
tiny community eventually
became a real town with a
population around 3,500. In
the early 1870s, an enterprising Irishman named Charles
Stanton, who once worked at
the Vulture Mine near Wickenburg, moved to Antelope
Station. He built a store there
so miners would have a place
where they could purchase
mining equipment and other
needed material. Stanton’s
business became successful quickly, especially when
Stanton made the store into
a kind of private bank and
(See Murderers on Page 4)

The Chuck Wagon

I

n 1866, when cattleman Charles Goodnight needed a way to
keep his drovers fed while
trailing cattle from Texas
to points north, he merely
took an old Army supply
wagon, and bolted to its
back a wooden box divided into different compartments. He covered the box
with a hinged lid that when
opened and supported by a
single leg could serve as a
worktable or wide shelf.
The box was a simple
contraption, but it revolutionized the cattle industry.

Food and cooking utensils were stowed in the pigeonholes of this traveling
kitchen cabinet. There were
other uses for the wagon as
well. Bedrolls, medicine,
lariats, branding irons,
whiskey and water--they
each found a place attached
somewhere on the wagon.
It was no difficulty
coming up with a name
for Goodnight’s invention.
Since early 17th Century
England, individuals involved in the meat business
(See Cooking on Page 8)
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Prayer for the New Year
Lord, let this year be filled with the
things that are truly good—with the
comfort of warmth in our relationships,
with the strength to help those who need
our help and the humility and openness
to accept help from others.

Captain’s Bar Presents
ARIZONA TRIVIA
This Week’s Question: What historic Mormon fort located
in northwest Arizona is now a National Monument?
(10 Letters)
Last Issue’s Question: What is the Arizona state fossil?
Answer: Petrified Wood
Congratulations! You got the right answer!

Leo Achin, Keith Adams, John Adelmann, Sid Clarke,
DoyleEkey, Jeanne Finch, Marsha Gartley, Roger Kvammie,
Robert Lidgett, Debra McBurney, Ken Ramsey, Roger Ringer,
Bill Riordan, Nancy Swanson, Richard Valley.
How to Play
Letters are hidden in the advertisements. Find the letters to spell the answer. Submit your answer with your name, address & phone number on a
postcard for the current issue’s question to Territorial Publishing, P.O. Box
1690, Apache Junction, AZ 85217. Look for the answer in the next issue.
To have your name listed in the next issue, cards must be received no later
than 10 days past the current issue of the Territorial News. For example:
submitted answers to the 12/26/18 question, deadline is 1/5/19. Limit one
postcard per household per issue. Must be at least 18 years old. Remember
to put your name on your entry!
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Arizona - Web of Time
of the Mogollon Rim and
west of Winslow, a white
merchant from New Mexico
The Arizona Trail
traded with Navajo ranchers the summer of 1852. He
The limestone rock for- once remembered their his- swapped bullet molds, gun
mation on which sightseers tory by carving figures on powder and flints, Green
stand when they view Arizo- sticks of wood. The oldest River knives, buffalo robes,
na’s Grand Canyon from its surviving memory stick re- glass beads and frontier
south rim was created before cords an 1833 meteor show- whiskey for horses, mules
there were any dinosaurs, er and, after that, epidemics, and woolen blankets. The
mammals or birds anywhere battles with enemy tribes, whiskey was a mixture of
on earth.
and the arrival of the tele- pepper-flavored raw alcohol
graph and the railroad.
colored with chewing tobacSouthern
Arizona’s
co. The Navajos called him
Akimel O’odham Indians
At Canyon Diablo north Bilagaana San, which meant
Old American in English.
Modern automobile travelers pass right by the place on
Interstate 40.

Jim Harvey

1872 was the year the
first Phoenix school opened
with 20 students, one room,
adobe walls, and something
no other building there had,
a wooden floor.
The last meal served
to a convicted murderer before he was hanged at 1886
Prescott consisted of breaded
chicken with cream sauce,
fried oysters, lamb chops,
steak and mushrooms, pancakes with jelly, potatoes,
bread and coffee. After his
feast, he rode to the gallows
sitting on his coffin carried
by a buckboard.
South of Kingman in
1891 at a silver mining town
called Signal, there was a
woman who said she was 115
years old. She told people
she’d been born on July 4,
1776 when the United States
declared its independence.
And she claimed she had
known George Washington.
History records her name as
Mrs. L. Coit.
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The Doolin-Dalton Boys
Fight in Ingalls, Oklahoma

T

he afternoon of September 1, 1893, found
the
Doolin-Dalton
gang inside George Ransom’s saloon. Present along
with Bill Doolin and Bill
Dalton were Dan “Dynamite
Dick” Clifton, George “Red
Buck” Weightman, George
“Bitter Creek” Newcomb,
“Arkansas Tom” Jones [Roy
Daugherty] and Bill “Tulsa
Jack” Blake.
Lawmen moving in to
arrest the gang were headed
by Deputy Marshal John
Hixon, who brought four
other deputies with him Lafe Shadley, Tom Hueston,
Dick Speed and Jim Masterson. An additional eight men
joined the ranks as posse
members.
In the gruesome confrontation that followed,
Hueston was fired on as he
dove for cover. Doolin shot
Speed dead as the deputy
tried in vain to join Shadley,
who was concealed behind
the body of a horse.
Then, when Shadley saw one of outlaws fall

wounded, he moved in. But
Dalton shot him in his tracks.
Masterson later threw dynamite into the outlaws’ hiding
place and captured Jones,
but the others fled southeast
out of town.

Bill Doolin

The escaping outlaws
halted at the top of a nearby
ridge long enough to fire
some final shots at the lawmen, and one of those bullets
killed Frank Briggs, an innocent bystander.
All told, men on both
sides of the law met their
destiny that afternoon. Deputy Speed was killed during

the actual fighting; Deputies
Hueston and Shadley died of
their wounds the following
day.
There was talk of Arkansas Tom Jones being
lynched, but instead he was
sent to the federal prison in
Guthrie, Oklahoma Territory, about 35 miles away.
E.D. Nix was the marshal for the Oklahoma Territory at the time. In his book,
“Oklahombres,” published
in 1929, he specified this
fight as one of the more critical of his entire career. It, of
course, was also one of the
most devastating, with three
deputies loosing their lives.
Nearly two years after
the Ingalls confrontation, the
marshal pieced together the
details of the fight in a letter
he wrote to Attorney General
Judson Harmon. The letter
came about as a response to
a man named Murray, who
was tending bar of the fight.
Murray was arrested
that day for harboring the
(See gunfight on Page 9)
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The Valenzuela Gang
“Yaqui” George Wilson and
John Timmerman. On the
(From Page 1)
other side of town, a combination hotel and stage station
started accepting deposits of
was built by a man named
Will Partridge. With such
gold for safe-keeping.
new choices to pick from,
Unfortunately,
Stansome townspeople began
ton’s insolent attitude and air
patronizing the other busiof superiority did not endear
nesses. Stanton was enraged
him to his customers. Some
and plotted on ways to put
called him “that Irish lord”
them out of business. The
behind his back because he
easiest way to do that was to
claimed royal blood (which
get help from the outlaws at
many historians dismiss).
At one point, Stanton tried
Weaver.
Charles Stanton
Stanton sent word to
to name the town after himself, but a few years later the a spurt of new growth, sev- Francisco Valenzuela that
townspeople changed it back eral other businesses opened he had a job for the outlaw
to Antelope Station.
not far from Stanton’s store. gang. He asked Francisco to
As it almost always One, just down the street, send a few of his men to dishappens whenever there is was the store owned by credit his competition. Stanton assured the outlaw chief
that his men could keep anything they could steal from
those businesses. The promise of more loot was attractive to the gang members,
so they began harassing the
owners of the two businesses competing with Stanton’s
general store. When they
discovered that Wilson kept
several large hogs penned
up in the back of his place,
a couple of the outlaws unlatched a gate. The big pigs
wandered out and eventually
ended up rummaging around
in the food warehouse at the
back of Partridge’s property.
It could have been a major
catastrophe for Partridge;
however, Wilson quickly
took responsibility and sent
word to Partridge that he
would come and pay for the
damage.
Of course, that was not
the kind of outcome Stanton
was hoping for. He asked
Francisco to send one of his
men to tell Partridge that
Murderers

(See Murderers on Page 10)

I

December 26, 2018

Territorial News

Page 5

Page 6

Territorial News

December 26, 2018

At the Gold Mines
Shirley

large portion of the soil.
Of course, no man can
(From Page 1)
“work out” a “claim” alone.
For that reason, and also
“claim” of the very man for the same that makes
who employs him, if he partnerships desirable, they
pleases so to do. This is congregate in companies of
seldom, if ever, done; the four or six, generally desperson who is willing to ignating themselves by the
be hired, generally
prefers to receive
the six dollars per
diem, of which he is
sure in any case, to
running the risk of a
“claim” not proving
valuable. But there
are many ways of
really
outwitting
this rule, which
give rise to innumerable arbitrations, and place from whence the manearly every Sunday, there jority of the members have
is a “miner’s meeting” con- emigrated; for example, the
nected with this subject.
“Illinois,” “Bunker Hill,”
Having got our gold “Bay State,” etc., compamines
discovered
and nies.
“claimed,” I will try to give
In many places the
you a faint idea of how they surface-soil, or in min“work” them. Here, in the ing phrase, the “top dirt,”
mountains, the labor of ex- “pays” when worked in a
cavation is extremely diffi- “Long Tom.” This machine,
cult, on account of the im- (I have never been able to
mense rocks which form a discover the derivation of

N

its name) is a trough, generally about twenty feet in
length, and eight inches in
depth, formed of wood, with
the exception of six feet at
one end, called the “riddle,”
which is made of sheet iron
perforated with holes about
the size of a large marble.
Underneath this cullender-like portion
of the “long -tom,”
is placed another
trough, about ten
feet long, the sides
six inches perhaps
in height, which divided through the
middle by a slender
slat, is called the
“riffle-box.”
It takes several persons to manage, properly,
a “long-tom.” Three or four
men station themselves with
spades, at the head of the
machine, while at the foot
of it, stands an individual
armed “wid de shovel and
de hoe.” The spadesmen
throw in large quantities of
the precious dirt, which is
(See Shirley on Page 17)
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Louisiana Purchase
Doubled Size of US

W

e’ve all heard of
the The Louisiana Purchase, but
there’s an interesting story
behind this watershed moment in American history.
The Louisiana Purchase was the acquisition
by the United States of
828,800 square miles of
France’s claim to the territory of Louisiana in 1803. The
U.S. paid 60 million francs
($11,250,000) plus cancellation of debts worth 18 million francs ($3,750,000), for
a total sum of 15 million dollars for the Louisiana territory—less than three cents an
acre.
The acquisition encompassed all or part of 14 current U.S. states and two Canadian provinces. The land
purchased contained all of
present-day Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, parts of Minnesota that were west of the
Mississippi River, most of
North Dakota, nearly all of
South Dakota, northeastern
New Mexico, the portions
of Montana, Wyoming, and
Colorado east of the Continental Divide, and Louisiana west of the Mississippi
River, including the city of
New Orleans. In addition,
the Purchase contained small
portions of land that would
eventually become part of
the Canadian provinces of
Alberta and Saskatchewan.
The purchase doubled the
size of the United States and
comprises around 23% of
current U.S. territory.
The purchase was a vital moment in the presidency
of Thomas Jefferson. At the
time, it faced domestic op-

position as being possibly
unconstitutional. Although
he felt that the U.S. Constitution did not contain any
provisions for acquiring territory, Jefferson decided to
purchase Louisiana because
he felt uneasy about France
and Spain having the power
to block American trade access to the port of New Orleans.
Napoleon Bonaparte,
upon completion of the
agreement, stated, “This accession of territory affirms
forever the power of the
United States, and I have
given England a maritime rival who sooner or later will
humble her pride.”

The city of New Orleans
controlled the Mississippi
River due to its location.
The city was already important for shipping agricultural
goods to and from the parts
of the United States west of
the Appalachian Mountains.
Pinckney’s Treaty, signed
with Spain (Louisiana had
been a Spanish colony since
1762) on October 27, 1795,
gave American merchants
“right of deposit” in New
Orleans, meaning they could
use the port to store goods for
export. Americans used this
right to transport products
such as flour, tobacco, pork,
(See Treaty on Page 12)

Page 7

Page 8

Territorial News

December 26, 2018

The Chuck Wagon
Cooking
(From Page 1)
referred to a lower priced
part of the beef carcass as
the “chuck.”
Although less glamorous than other cuts, the
chuck was an important
source of nutrition for the
workingman.
By the next century
“chuck” became a catchall
phrase for good, honest,
heart-warming food. The
term encompassed beef,
vegetables, bread, dessert,
coffee and anything else
that could be eaten. On the
ranch, the hands ate “chuck”
at the “chuck” house.
Goodnight’s all-purpose compartment on the

back of the Army wagon became the “chuck” box. And
a wagon with a chuck box
became a “chuck” wagon.
The chuck wagon
quickly gained independent
status. While the wrangler
or trail boss set the rules
outside the camp, he and
all the other hands obeyed

the cook within the sphere
of the chuck wagon. The
cook brooked no interference with his cooking or
his utensils, but the cowboys never rebelled against
his rule. They paid him
tribute each day by roping
dead mesquite or oak wood
and dragging it into camp
for the fire.
After ranchers fenced
the open range with barbed
wire, and the extension
of railway lines made the
trail drive unnecessary,
the chuck wagon lived on.
Many times, neighboring
ranchers helped with the
roundup, the branding, the
doctoring and other chores
in return for the same consideration during their time
to ship. When this happened, one chuck wagon
might make the rounds of
all the area ranches and
be out for weeks at a time
throughout the working
season to feed dozens of
persons.
Today, the chuck wagon remains a vital part of
the cattle industry. It not
only feeds working cowboys on larger ranches, but
it also is a social gathering
place during cowboy celebrations, fairs, meetings
and other important events.
For everyone, even those
who are eating behind a
wagon for the hundredth
time, the chuck wagon is a
special place, and the time
spent there eating, meeting
and greeting with friends
is forever filed away in the
catalog of that person’s special memories.
(See Cooking on Page 19)
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The Doolin-Dalton Boys
Fight in Ingalls, Oklahoma
Gunfight

news of the movements of
the deputy Marshals, furnished them with ammuni(From Page 3)
tion, cared for their horses,
criminals.
Having been permitted them to eat at
shot by deputy marshals their tables and sleep in
during the battle, he was their beds. These facts were
now complaining of dam- well known to the commuages and seeking redress.
Nix’s letter to Harmon, dated July 30,
1895, is housed in the
National Archives. The
transcript, containing
all of the original spelling and punctuation follows:
One George Ransom owned a saloon in
the town of Ingalls and
this man Murray worked
for him as bar tender.
The outlaws Bill Doolan, “Bitter Creek,” “Tulsa lack,” “Dynamite Dick,”
“Red Buck,” Tom ]ones
and numerous others made
this saloon their headquarters, and Ransom, Murray
and other citizens catered
to their trade, carried them

Marshal E. D. Nix

nity, although a conviction
on the charge of harboring
or aiding and abetting criminals against the laws of the
United States could never
be sustained, by reason of
the fact that the entire com-

munity was under duress
and would not testify for
fear of losing their lives
and property.
On the 1st day of September 1893, a party of
deputy marshals who had
been sent after these outlaws by me, arrived in
the vicinity of Ingalls,
and the outlaws mentioned herein were at the
time in the town and in
the saloon of Rensom,
where this man Murray
worked. As usual the
outlaws had received
notice of the proximity
of the deputies and they
sent a messenger to the
deputies inviting them
to come into the town
if they thought they,
the deputies, could
take them. The deputies accepted the invitation and after posting their
forces, sent a messenger to
the outlaws with a request
to surrender and were answered with Winchester
(See Gunfight on Page 22)
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The Valenzuela Gang
Murderers
(From Page 4)

P
My resolution is to read more so I put the subtitles on my tv.

Mr. Wilson was planning to
kill him. Alarmed, Partridge
then armed himself and when
Wilson knocked on his door,
Partridge shot him dead with
a shotgun. Local law enforcement quickly arrested
Partridge for the murder and
hustled him off to jail. After
a short trial, Will Partridge
was convicted and sent to the
Yuma Territorial Prison.
In the meantime, John
Timmerman, Yaqui Wilson’s
partner, soon found himself
saddled with a huge debt after the death of Wilson. He
could not afford to run the
business by himself so he
was forced to sell the store
at auction. Barney Martin,
a resident in Phoenix, be-

came the new owner of the
business. But Martin had his
own debts to take care of.
He asked Timmerman if he
could bring $700 to Wickenburg in order to pay off the
note and prevent a sheriff’s
sale. Timmerman agreed and
said he would do it. He saddled a mule and left immediately. When Stanton and
Francisco Valenzuela heard
about the transaction, they
sent Juan Reval to intercept
Timmerman on the road. The
outlaw had no trouble catching up with Timmerman’s
mule and shot the businessman in the head. He helped
himself to the $700 and left
the dead man’s body lying
where it fell.
The next couple of
weeks were hectic for Barney
Martin and his family. The
Valenzuela Gang members

often intimidated Martin on
the street and sometimes the
hapless store owner had to
resort to a fist fight. His wife
was insulted so much that she
dreaded going to the store
for food and other necessities. The children were not
immune either. The outlaws
pestered them and called out
to them as they made their
way to school. Finally, Martin had had enough. He sold
his stake in the property and
started preparing to return to
Phoenix. He contacted his
friend Capt. Calderwood and
told him he would be returning soon.
The Martin family loaded up a wagon and left Antelope Station that summer.
They would never be heard
from again. After several
(See Murderers on Page 14)

150 Years Ago in the Old West
December 14, 1868
John Evans is elected president of the Denver Pacific
Railway.

Major A. W. Evans engage
Indians at Elm Creek, Indian
Territory; 25 Indians are reported killed.

December 16, 1868
George A. Custer is interviewed at length in the
Cheyenne Daily Leader.

Also in 1868
Captain Jack Harvey, a good
friend of Wild Bill Hickok,
dies in Ellsworth, Kansas.
John Younger, 15, whips to
death a man who hit him
The California Steam Navi- across the face with a wet
gation Company announc- fish. Younger is acquitted
es dividend payments of on the grounds of self-de$375,000.
fense.

Albany and Carbon Counties are established in Wyoming.

fuses free admission to
“Wild Bill” Longley, 17.
The youth punches out the
owner of the show, shoots
holes in the tent, and makes
clowns “dance” to the beat
of his .45.

December 24, 1868
Captain Albert Barnitz,
wounded in the Battle on
the Washita, writes to his
wife about how a mass of
tissue has been removed
from the wound.

Among those coming west
to work on the Union Pacific
Railroad are brothers Virgil and Wyatt Earp of Monmouth, Illinois, who arrive
in Wyoming.

The U.S. commissioner
of Indian affairs estimates
that the government is
spending $1 million for
each Indian killed in the
wars in the West.

December 25, 1868
Cavalry and infantry under

A traveling circus playing
in Evergreen, Texas, re-

Fort Supply is established
in Oklahoma.
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1864 Flood
Devastates Denver
hat anyone would tremendous dark clouds ap- there was “a strange sound
want to build a home peared in the east. As up- in the south like the noise of
near Cherry Creek standing citizens turned in the wind, which increased to
in the first place had mysti- for the evening and revel- a mighty roar as a great wall
fied local Indians. When the ers crowded into the gam- of water, bearing on its crest
first prospectors arrived on bling halls and brothels, the trees and other drift, rushed
the site of present Denver in consensus was that Denver toward the settlement.”
Like a tidal
1858, the origiwave, the water
nal inhabitants
slammed through
had warned them
the city. Pioneer
about potential
journalist O. J.
flooding. To be
Goldrick would
sure, the unobwrite in his eyetrusive creek apwitness account:
peared to be a
“Hark! What and
mere trickle, but
where was this?
looks could be
A torrent or tordeceiving,
esnado? Where can
pecially
when
it be coming from
heavy rains fell
and whither goin the mountains.
Denver citizens gather to view the devastation
ing? Presently the
C h e r r y
Creek’s limited written his- was in for just another rainy great noise of mighty waters,
like the roaring of Niagara,
tory may have contributed to night.
At about midnight, or the rumbling of an enraged
the early settlers’ lack of respect. Colonel Henry Dodge Cherry Creek began spill- Etna, burst upon us, distincthad recorded that the creek ing into the dirt streets. The ly and regularly in its soundbed was dry in 1835. Au- alarm went out. Sleepers ing steps as the approach of a
thor Francis Parkman noted awoke to water seeping into tremendous train of locomoin 1846 that he had to dig a their homes. Many were tives. . . .The tempestuous
hole in the sand in order to saved by clinging to their torrent swept along, now 20
rooftops until the calamity feet in the channel’s bed, and
find drinking water.
It had rained steadily passed. Less than two hours bridging bank to bank with
for several days before May after the flooding began, one
19, 1864. That afternoon, survivor would write that (See Cherry Creek on Page 20)

T

My wife still hasn’t told me what my New Year’s resolutions are.

The Merchants of Historic Florence Welcome You!

Page 12

Territorial News

December 26, 2018

Louisiana Purchase
Treaty
(From Page 7)
bacon, lard, feathers, cider,
butter, and cheese. The treaty also recognized American
rights to navigate the entire
Mississippi River, which had
become vital to the growing
trade of their western territories. Napoleon Bonaparte
returned Louisiana to French
control from Spain in 1800,
under the Treaty of San Ildefonso. However, the treaty
was kept secret, and Louisiana remained under Spanish control until a transfer
of power to France on November 30, 1803, just three
weeks before the cession to

the United States.
When James Monroe
and Robert R. Livingston
traveled to Paris to negotiate
the purchase, their interest
was only in the port and its
environs; they did not anticipate the much larger transfer
of territory that would follow.
Jefferson initiated the

purchase by sending Livingston to Paris in 1801,
after discovering the secret
transfer of Louisiana from
Spain to France. In 1803,
Pierre Samuel du Pont de
Nemours, a French nobleman, began to help negotiate
with France at the request of
Jefferson. Du Pont was living in the United States at
the time and had close ties
to Jefferson, as well as to the
political powers in France.
He engaged in back-channel
diplomacy with Napoleon
on Jefferson’s behalf during
a visit to France, and originated the idea of the much
larger Louisiana Purchase
as a way to defuse potential
conflict between the United
States and Napoleon over
North America.
Jefferson originally did
not believe that a U.S. President had the authority to
make such a deal: it was not
specified in the Constitution.
He also thought that to do so
would erode states’ rights by
increasing federal executive
power. On the other hand, he
was aware of the potential
threat that France could be
in that region, and was prepared to go to war to prevent
a strong French presence
there.
Throughout this time,
Jefferson had up-to-date intelligence on Napoleon’s
military activities and intentions in North America.
At the time, Napoleon was
faced with revolution in
Saint-Domingue (presentday Republic of Haiti). An
expeditionary force under
his brother-in-law Charles
Leclerc had tried to re-conquer the territory and re-establish slavery, but yellow
fever and the fierce resistance of the Haitian Revolution decimated the French
army, resulting in the establishment of Haiti. Napoleon
needed peace with Great
Britain to implement the
Treaty of San Ildefonso and
(See Treaty on Page 18)
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The Wagon Box Fight

R

ed Cloud and Crazy Horse led 1,000
Sioux against Major
J. W. Powell’s 32 infantrymen guarding woodcutters
near Fort Phil Kearny in
present Wyoming on August 2, 1867.
Some 3,000
other Indians,
mostly women
and children,
lined the horizon to watch
the
show.
Powell
and
his men had
circled fifteen
wagons into
a minifortress
from
which
they repulsed
three charges.
The breech-loading .50
caliber Allin-Springfield rifles that Powell’s men had
were a distinct advantage
over the muzzle-loaders
that Red Cloud initially
believed the soldiers possessed. About 500 mounted warriors launched the
first charge and met the
new technology head-on.
“Instead of drawing ram-

rods and losing precious
time,” Sergeant Sam Gibson would recall, “we simply threw open the breechblocks of our new rifles to
eject the empty shell and
slapped in fresh ones.” Red

cloud’s nephew next led a
foot charge by 700 warriors
clad only in warpaint; he
died in the first volley.
The battle then erupted
into hundreds of simultaneous incidents over three
hours. Archers arced their
arrows to come down almost vertically inside the
corral, giving the battle
scene the appearance of a

giant wooden porcupine.
Fire arrows zipped through
the air, igniting dung heaps.
The Indians at last fell back
into the hills at about 1:00
p.m. when the fort’s howitzer was heard in the distance
and
Major Benjamin F. Smith
approached
with a relief
column of 100
soldiers.
P o w ell lost only
seven
men;
another three
were wounded. Red Cloud
and his chief
warriors—
Crazy Horse,
American Horse, and Crow
King—amassed 200 dead,
although other estimates
ranged from as low as 60
to as high as 1,137. Official army estimates counted 60 Indians killed and
120 wounded. Red Cloud
would later say that he lost
the “flower of his fighting
youth” that day.
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The Valenzuela Gang
Murderers
(From Page 10)
weeks had gone by, Capt.
Calderwood made some inquiries as to the whereabouts
of the Martin family A search
party later found the remains
of the Martins’ wagon in a
dry wash near the Hassayampa River. The wagon and all
its contents had been burned
to the ground. It is believed
that the entire Martin family
had perished with the wagon
also.
Although it is believed
the massacre of the Martin
family was done by the Valenzuela Gang, only Stanton,
not the outlaws, was charged
with the murders. He was
arrested and brought to the
jail in Prescott to await trial.
While he was incarcerated,
some of the jailers beat him
mercilessly. However, when
his case finally came before
a judge, none of the charges
were proven and Stanton

soon walked away, a free
man.
Francisco and Inocente
Valenzuela, Elano Hernandez, Juan Reval and the rest
of the Valenzuela Gang escaped capture and continued
with their lawless ways. In
1887, they found out that a
shipment of gold bullion,
worth $7,000, was going to
be transported to Phoenix
from the Vulture Mine, a
few miles west of Wickenburg. Three members of the
gang—Francisco, Inocente
and a young Mexican whose
name is not known—probably saw the gold being loaded
into a wagon. They could see
that the gold shipment would
be lightly protected and how
easy it would be to steal it.
Josiah Gribble, the Superintendent at the Vulture Mine,
was driving the wagon with
the gold on board. He was
accompanied by two armed
guards—a Mr. Johnson and
a Mr. Littlefield.
Gribble had been warned

that he was taking a risk by
not using more guards, but
he shrugged it off. “I have
fought against robbers in
Australia and South Africa,”
he explained, “so I’m willing to meet any thieves here
in Arizona.”
The outlaws ambushed
the wagon just as it was fording a dry wash. Each outlaw
had a target and all three
were successful in killing
the miners. After the smoke
cleared, the outlaws grabbed
the gold bullion and rode off
into the hills.
After a few hours, they
stopped to rest the horses
and decided to divide the
gold among them. The gold
had been cast as a single gold
bar, so Inocente took a small
hatchet and tried to chop it
into pieces. He soon found
out it couldn’t be done. So,
they buried the gold where
they were and then rode off
in three different directions.
(See Murderers on Page 23)
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Buffalo Bill’s
Wild West Show

W

illiam F. Cody had
led an adventurous life as Pony
Express rider, army scout,
Indian fighter, and buffalo
hunter before the dime-novel writer Ned Buntline
(E.Z.C. Judson) made
him famous across the
country as “Buffalo
Bill.” In 1872 Buntline
cashed in on Cody’s
popularity, putting him
on the New York stage
in The Scouts of the
Plains. Cody further
added to his reputation
by returning to the West to
rejoin the Fifth Cavalry during the Sioux War of 1876.
In 1883 Cody created
the Wild West Show (originally entitled the Wild West,
Rocky Mountain, and Prairie
Exhibition), and although
similar rival shows soon
appeared, his was the most
famous. A glamorized depiction of the thrills and excitement of the romantic West
as Americans saw it—or
wanted to see it—the show

attracted audiences across
America and, later, across
the world. Posters advertised
“actual scenes, genuine characters” from the West.
Cody’s show was half

circus and half pageant,
with audiences delighting
in expert horsemen, rope
tricks, and marksmen, all
interspersed with thrilling
reenactments of Indians attacking the Deadwood Stage
or the death of Custer at the
Little Big Horn, still a recent
memory. In 1885 Cody featured the famous Sioux chief
Sitting Bull and also brought
in Annie Oakley, the sharpshooter who was as brilliant
a shot as legend says. Distin-

guished guests at the show
had cigarettes shot out of
their mouths at twenty yards,
and Oakley’s name is still
given to punch-marked complimentary theater tickets
(from her trick of perforating a playing card before it hit the ground).
In 1887 Cody took
his show to Europe,
where it was rapturously
received. Performances
included a private staging for Queen Victoria
and her court. London
made Cody particularly
welcome, and the patronage
of the Prince of Wales meant
that one night the “passengers” in the famous Deadwood Stage scene comprised
four European monarchs visiting London for Victoria’s
Jubilee.
The Wild West Show
remained an attraction for
another twenty years before
changing tastes forced its
merger with another Western
show in 1909. It ended up
going bankrupt in 1915.
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The Mayberry Murders

I

May all your troubles last as long as your New Years resolutions

n 1885, Bonita City, New
Mexico, was a beautiful
little mining town high
among the pines between
Carrizozo and Ruidoso. The
town was a collection of log
cabins, a saloon, a store, post
office, and a large adobe
house that served as a hotel.
The hotel was owned
by Mr. and Mrs. John Mayberry. The Mayberrys had
three children: Johnny, 17,
Eddy, 7, and grown daughter Nellie. At the time there
were two permanent guests,
Martin Nelson, a friendly
young man, age 24, and Dr.
R. E. Flynn, a physician
from Cincinnati.
In the early morning of
May 5, 1885, Martin Nelson took a .38 caliber rifle
and walked to the closed
door of the Mayberry boys,
who were sleeping. At a
loud knock, Johnny Mayberry woke up and called,
“Who’s there?” Receiving
no answer he went to the
door and opened it.
Martin Nelson shot
him. Though badly wounded, Johnny struggled with

his attacker for possession
of the gun, but a second
shot ended his life. Eddie
was screaming in his bed.
Another bullet killed him
instantly.
Dr. Flynn heard the
commotion and ran out into
the hall. There he met Nelson and was quickly felled
by another shot. Mr. Mayberry, rushing up the stairs,
met the same fate.
Nelson then went after
Nellie and Mrs. Mayberry.
Nellie was hit with a bullet
in the side and left for dead.
Mrs. Mayberry was shot in
the chest, but managed to
flee. She ran to a neighboring cabin, but the frightened
residents would not let her
in. Nelson caught up with
her, shot her, and threw her
body in a ditch. Then he
went on a rampage through
town. He came upon the saloon owner in the street and
killed him with one shot.
The proprietor of the general store grabbed a gun,
but wasn’t fast enough and
became the next victim.
Nelson took off and at

first light, a heavily armed
group of citizens found him
on the hillside above the
town. A sharpshooter took
Nelson out with one shot at
long distance.
Nellie Mayberry survived her wound. The seven victims and the assailant
were buried. The town of
Bonito City never recovered. There were rumors
that the town was haunted.
The hotel closed and no one
would set foot inside. People reported hearing moans
and muffled shots from inside the dark interior of the
building.
Some years later, the
Southern Pacific Railroad
planned to build a dam
nearby and the town would
be under water. Before the
dam was built, all of the
buildings were dismantled
and the bodies in the cemetery were moved to a neighboring community. No one
knows what caused Martin
Nelson to go on his pointless shooting spree. Bonito
City is gone, but the mystery remains.
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At the Gold Mines
Shirley
(From Page 6)
washed down to the “riddle” by a stream of water
leading into the “long-tom”
through wooden gutters or
“sluices.” When the soil
reaches the “riddle,” it is
kept constantly in motion
by the man with the hoe.
Of course, by this
means, all the dirt and gold
escapes through the perforation into the “riffle-box”
below, one compartment of
which is placed just beyond
the “riddle.” Most of the
dirt washes over the sides
of the “riffle-box,” but the
gold being so astonishingly
heavy remains safely at the
bottom of it. When the machine gets too full of stones
to be worked easily, the
man whose business it is to
attend to them throws them
out with his shovel, looking
carefully among them as he
does so for any pieces of
gold, which may have been
too large to pass through
the holes of the “riddle.”
I am sorry to say that he

generally loses his labor.
At night they “pan out” the
gold, which has been collected in the “riffle-box”
during the day.
Many of the miners
decline washing the “top
dirt” at all, but try to reach
as quickly as possible the

“bed-rock,” where are
found the richest deposits of
gold. The river is supposed
to have formerly flowed
over this “bed-rock,” in the
“crevices” of which, it left,
as it passed away, the largest portions of the so eagerly sought for ore.

“There are many in this old world of ours who hold
that things break about even for all of us. I have
observed, for example, that we all get the same
amount of ice. The rich get it in the summertime
and the poor get it in the winter.” –Bat Masterson
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Louisiana Purchase
Treaty
(From Page 12)

When I was a boy, I had a disease that required me
to eat dirt three times a day in order to survive...
It’s a good thing my older brother told me about it.

take possession of Louisiana. Otherwise, Louisiana
would be an easy prey for
Britain or even for the U.S.
But in early 1803, continuing war between France and
Britain seemed unavoidable.
On March 11, 1803, Napoleon began preparing to invade Britain.
Napoleon, having failed
to re-enslave Haiti, abandoned his plans to rebuild
France’s New World empire.
Without revenues from sugar colonies in the Caribbean,
Louisiana had little value to
him. Even though his foreign minister, Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord,
opposed the plan, on April
10, 1803, Napoleon told
Treasury Minister François
de Barbé-Marbois that he
was considering selling the

whole Louisiana Territory to
the U.S.
The American representatives were prepared to pay
up to $10 million for New
Orleans and its environs, but
were dumbfounded when the
vastly larger territory was
offered for $15 million. The
Americans thought that Napoleon might withdraw the
offer at any time, preventing the United States from
acquiring New Orleans, so
they agreed and signed the
Louisiana Purchase Treaty
on April 30, 1803.
The American purchase
of the Louisiana territory
was not accomplished without domestic opposition.
Jefferson’s
philosophical
consistency was in question
because of his strict interpretation of the Constitution.
Many people believed he,
and other Jeffersonians such
as James Madison, were being hypocritical by doing

something they surely would
have argued against with
Alexander Hamilton. The
Federalists strongly opposed
the purchase, favoring close
relations with Britain over
closer ties to Napoleon, and
concerned that the U.S. had
paid a large sum of money
just to declare war on Spain.
Both Federalists and Jeffersonians were concerned
about whether the purchase
was constitutional. Many
members of the United
States House of Representatives opposed the purchase
and called for a vote to deny
the request for the purchase,
but it failed by two votes 59–
57. There was concern that
an increase in slave holding
states created out of the new
territory would exacerbate
divisions between north and
south, as well.
Another concern was
whether it was proper to
grant citizenship to the
French, Spanish, and free
Black people living in New
Orleans, as the treaty would
dictate.
Jefferson
announced
the treaty to the American
people on July 4. The United States Senate ratified the
treaty with a vote of twentyfour to seven on October
20; on the following day, it
authorized President Jefferson to take possession of the
territory and establish a temporary military government.
On March 10, 1804, a formal
ceremony was conducted in
St. Louis to transfer ownership of the territory from
France to the United States.
A dispute immediately
arose between Spain and the
United States regarding the
(See Treaty on Page 20)
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The Chuckwagon
evergreen wood was avoided
because it burned too quickly and it gave food a bitter
(From Page 8)
taste.
Today’s chuck wagon
Chuck-Wagon
cooks don’t have to worry
Cooking Equipment
too much about not acquirLong before “chip-mak- ing wood.
ing factories” had anything
to do with computers, they
had great relevance to the
range cattle industry. The
original chip factories
were four-legged cows-both of bovine and bison
Encroachment of the
heritages.
In areas where wood mesquite tree across most
was scarce, cowboys could of the range cattle country
use dried cow chips as fuel makes dead mesquite trees
easy to find. The cook starts
for campfires.
But they had to be care- his fire three or four hours
ful. Cow chips burn so hot before he wants to put on his
that even the lids of cast- meal. In an 8- to 10-inch pit
iron pots will glow red in the burrowed out of the ground,
dark, according to some ac- he stacks mesquite wood on
top of kindling. The kindling
counts.
A much more desir- is lit and the fire burns itself
able fuel when available was out until the wood is turned
dead wood from a mesquite to coals and ashes.
Over the hole that conor oak tree.
The wood burned uni- tains the fire the cook places
formly and thus made coals a metal grill--sometimes
hot enough to cook any food, store
bought or sometimes
but not so hot that it was unmanageable. Cedar and other custom-made from the hanCooking

dles of old branding irons. Or
they might use three-legged
stands that they designed
and made themselves out
of scrap iron. On top of the
grill or hanging from the
stand are the coffee pot,
cast-iron skillets, and the
most important utensil of
all, the Dutch oven.
Well-cured
Dutch
ovens are indispensable
to the campfire cook. To
make biscuits, he places
coals on the lid of the
Dutch oven to complement
those under the grill. For
smoking steaks, he turns
the Dutch oven upside
down to capture the mesquite-wood’s unmistakable
flavor. The Dutch oven also
is perfect for cooking stews
or guisadas, vegetables and
cobblers.
Gary Ferguson of Pitchfork Ranch, winner of the
1989 Championship Cowboy Campfire Cook-Off in
Abilene, says that a true
chuck wagon cook never
washes his Dutch oven after using it. He burns it out
on the grill and then coats it
with oil.

P
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Louisiana Purchase
Treaty
(From Page 18)
extent of Louisiana. The
territory’s boundaries had
not been defined in earlier treatites with France,
nor the Louisiana Purchase
agreement ceding it to the
United States. The United
States claimed Louisiana
included the entire western portion of the Mississippi River drainage basin
to the crest of the Rocky
Mountains and land extending southeast to the

Rio Grande. Spain insisted
that Louisiana comprised
no more than the western
bank of the Mississippi
River and the cities of New
Orleans and St. Louis.
Because the western
boundary was contested,
President Jefferson immediately began to organize
three missions to explore
and map the new territory. All three started from
the Mississippi River. The
Lewis and Clark Expedition
(1804) traveled up the Missouri River; the Red River
Expedition (1806) explored

the Red River basin; the
Pike Expedition (1806) also
started up the Missouri, but
turned south to explore the
Arkansas River watershed.
The maps and journals of
the explorers helped to define the boundaries during
the negotiations leading to
the Adams–Onís Treaty,
which set the final western
boundary.
After the early explorations, the U.S. government sought to establish control of the region,
(See Treaty on Page 23)

1864 Denver Flood
The first computer dates back to Adam and Eve.
It was an Apple with limited memory, just one byte.
And then everything crashed.

Cherry Creek
(From Page 11)
billows high as hills piled
upon hills—with broken
buildings, tables, bedsteads,
baggage, boulders, mammoth trees, leviathan logs
and human beings buffeted
with the billowcrests, and
beckoning us to save them.”
In one great swoop, the trappings of civilization were
washed away. Four men
working on the second floor
of the Rocky Mountain
News were thrown in to the
swirling waters as the building itself collapsed. They
were rescued by men with
ropes who had ridden the

Trinity Church to its landing
place, the new shore of Market Street. William Byers,
his wife, and two children
were at home at the time, in
a house that floated 30 feet
before anchoring in a grove
of cottonwood trees.
Bridges at Larimer and
Market Street crumbled. The
law offices of Charles and
Hunt were never seen again.
The city jail and its one inmate went careening down
Cherry Creek. The prisoner
managed to latch onto a floating tree for safety. Another
resident, Martin Wall, surfed
for three miles on top of
the jailhouse roof. The City
Hall, including its iron safe
with hundreds of land titles,

town company records, and
municipal documents, disappeared completely.
Dawn lit the scene of
the disaster, revealing water
depths of five feet in some areas of the city. Waters began
to recede at about 7:00 a.m.
and the cleanup began. Horrible stories emerged from
Denver’s night of terror, tales
of children splashing helplessly in the black waters.
An official body count was
impossible to compile, but
at least fifteen persons were
known dead. Byers listed his
Rocky Mountain News as a
total loss, valued at $19,200.
Estimates of the total damage ranged from $250,000 to
$1 million.
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Historic Fort Verde

I

n 1863 the New Mexico
territory was divided,
creating the Arizona
Territory. The new territorial
Capitol was established at
Prescott in 1864.
As settlers entered the
rich bottomlands near the
Verde River at West Clear
Creek, they came into conflict with the Tonto-Apache
and Yavapai Indians who
were already established in
the area. The Indians raided
farms to steal crops and livestock and the settlers fought
back, bringing about an escalation of hostilities. In May
1865, the settlers demanded
military protection.
The early volunteer military units were composed of
almost entirely Mexican recruits. Often marching barefoot and on half rations, they
were known as fierce fighters. In August 1865, they established a tent camp overlooking the farms at West
Clear Creek. Camp Lincoln,
the next post, was established in December 1865,
and was located one mile
north of the present site and
was used from 1866 to 1871.
On August 3, 1866, the soldiers struck because of a lack
of supplies and pay, most of
the men soon deserted and
only five men remained at
the post. A Company of US
Army Regulars arrived a few
months later. In 1868 the
name was changed to Camp
Verde.
Malaria plagued the
camp so much that in 1870,
the Army made the decision
to move again. Construction
started at the present post in
1871. All the buildings were
completed by 1873. There
were twenty-two buildings
arranged around a parade
ground. Designed to house
two companies of cavalry

and two of infantry, it averaged only one company of
each.
Camp Verde served as
a staging base for military
operations in the surrounding countryside. Infantry
troops built a wagon road
west to Fort Whipple near
Prescott and east to Fort
Apache. With its construction the movement of troops
and supplies improved along
the Mogollon Rim. Later the
route came to be called the
Crook Road after General
George Crook.
Federal Indian Policy
centered on creating reservations as a way of controlling
the Indians. The Rio Verde
Reservation was established
in 1873 with headquarters
near present day Cottonwood. Between 1873 and
1875, nearly 1500 Indians
from various bands were
placed on the 800 square
mile reservation. With the
Army’s help, Indians built
an irrigation ditch and had
56 acres under cultivation in
1874.
In 1875, Congress, acting on demands from businessmen in Tucson, ordered
the entire population uprooted and moved to the San
Carlos Agency near modern
day Globe.
On July 17, 1882, The
Battle of Big Dry Wash
marked the last major action

in the Apache Wars.
Camp Verde had been
renamed Fort Verde in 1879
to signify permanence, but
with the end of raids by
1882, the Post became less
important. It was abandoned
in 1891 to the Department of
the Interior, which sold it at
public auction in 1899.
The historical site of
Fort Verde State Park attracts
tourists wishing to learn
about life on the frontier. The
fort’s museum, located in the
old headquarters building,
exhibits artifacts that explain
the history and methods of
frontier soldiering.
Modern day historians
in period clothing, bring the
for to life. The bugle still
sounds loudly to call the officer of the day. The three Officer’s Quarters are furnished
to allow visitors to see what
life was like in an isolated
frontier military post. The
Administration Building is
now a museum filled with
uniforms and weapons that
served the soldiers every day
on the post. Fort Verde is the
best surviving assembly of
Indian Wars era military architecture in Arizona.
To visit Fort Verde State
Historic Park, take I-17 to
Hwy. 260 (east). In the town
of Camp Verde, turn left on
Main Street to 125 E. Holloman St. and turn left. The
park is on your right.

E
What do you call someone who isn’t sure if they
like eggnog or not? An Eggnogstic.
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Doolin-Dalton Gang
Gunfight
(From Page 9)
shots. “Bitter Creek” ran out of the
saloon in question and fired one
shot towards the north where some
of the deputies were stationed, and
turning, received the fire of the
deputies which burst the magazine
of his winchester and wounded
him in the thigh. In the meantime,
a heavy fire was directed at the
deputies by the balance of the outlaws from the saloon building and
the fire was returned by the deputies which literally riddled the
saloon. A horse was killed by the
deputies which was tied in front
of the saloon .... The fire of the
deputies becoming too hot for the
outlaws, they escaped out of a side
door and took refuge in a large
stable mentioned. This man Murray came to the front door of the
saloon either just before the outlaws left the building or just after,
it is known which. However, when

he first appeared in the door-way,
he had the door open just a short
distance and had his winchester to
his shoulder in the act of firing.
This was previous to the deputies
becoming aware of the fact of the
outlaws having left the building.
Three of the deputies seeing him in
the position he was in, fired at him
simultaneously. Two shots struck
him in the ribs and one broke his
arm in two places.
Eight or ten horses were
killed and nine persons killed and
wounded. One deputy was killed
outright at the first fire and two
more died the next day. Three outlaws were wounded and one captured. The one captured was afterwards sentenced to fifty years in
the penitentiary and is now serving his time.
Very respectfully,
E.D. Nix U.S. Marshal
Evett Dumas Nix
United States Marshal 1893-1896

America’s Destiny
“The untransacted destiny of the American people is to subdue
the continent—to rush over the vast field to the Pacific Ocean—
to animate the many hundred millions of its people and to cheer
them upward—to set the principle of self-government at work—to
agitate these Hurculean masses—to establish a new order in human affairs—to set free the enslaved—to regenerate superannuated nations—to change darkness into light—to stir up the sleep of
a hundred centuries—to teach old nations a new civilization—to
confirm the destiny of the human race—to carry the career of mankind to its culminating point—to cause stagnant people to be reborn—to perfect science—to emblazon history with the conquest
of peace—to shed a new and resplendent glory upon mankind—to
unite the world in one social family—to dissolve the spell of tyranny and exhalt charity—to absolve the curse that weighs down
humanity, and to shed blessing round the world.”
-William Gilpin, the first governor of the Colorado Territory and
an inveterate believer in Manifest Destiny
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Louisiana Purchase
Treaty
(From Page 20)
since trade along the Mississippi and Missouri rivers
was still dominated by British and French traders and
allied Indians, especially
the Sauk. Fort Bellefontaine was converted into a
U.S. military post near St.
Louis in 1804. In 1808 two
military forts with trading
factories were built, Fort
Osage along the Missouri
River and Fort Madison
along the Upper Mississippi River. During the War
of 1812 Great Britain and
allied Indians defeated U.S.
forces in the Upper Mississippi; both Fort Osage
and Fort Madison were
abandoned, as were several
U.S. forts built during the
war including Fort Johnson
and Fort Shelby. After U.S.
ownership of the region was
confirmed in the Treaty of
Ghent (1814), the U.S. built
or expanded forts along the
Mississippi and Missouri
rivers, including the expansion of Fort Bellefontaine,
and the construction of Fort
Armstrong (1816) and Fort
Edwards (1816) in Illinois,
Fort Crawford (1816) in
Prairie du Chien, Fort Snelling (1819) in Minnesota,
and Fort Atkinson (1819)
in Nebraska.
The American government used $3 million in
gold as a down payment,
and issued bonds for the
balance to pay France for
the purchase. Earlier that
year, Francis Baring and
Company of London had
become the U.S. government’s official banking
agent in London. The firm
was asked to handle the
transaction. The Baring

Company had a close relationship with another banking firm, Hope and Company of Amsterdam. The two
banking houses worked
together to facilitate and
underwrite the purchase.
Because Napoleon wanted
to receive his money as
quickly as possible, the two
firms received the American bonds and paid cash to
France.
The original sales
document of the Louisiana
Purchase was exhibited in
the entrance hall of the Bar-

ings London offices until
the bank’s collapse in 1995
and is now in the custody
of ING Group, which purchased Barings.
The original handwritten proclamation signed by
President Thomas Jefferson and Secretary of State
James Madison, that informed the American public of the landmark deal
of the Louisiana Purchase,
was acquired in 1996 by
Walter Scott Jr. in Omaha,
NE and now is currently in
his private collection.

The Valenzuela Gang
Murderers
(From Page 14)
They had to hurry because
they suspected Sheriff
Bud Gray and his deputy
Jim Murphy would be hot
on their trail. The lawmen
spent several weeks tracking the outlaws, but they
eluded capture. Eventually, all three gang members
disappeared into Mexico.
Francisco
Valenzuela never returned to dig
up the gold. He lived in
Mexico for the rest of his
life. His brother, Inocente,
tried to sneak back into
Arizona a few months later, but was seen and apprehended by a posse of lawmen and killed. The third
man, the young Mexican,
was ultimately captured,
but claimed he had been
forced to take part in the
robbery and was cleared
of all charges.
As for Charles Stanton: he usually stayed
with the Lucero family
in Weaver whenever he
wanted to contact the Va-

lenzuela gang. Stanton
had a character flaw—he
had a fondness for young
girls. One day, while staying overnight in the Lucero home, he made the
mistake of molesting 14year-old Froilano Lucero. When the girl’s three
brothers found out about
the incident, they vowed
to shoot him dead. A few
days later, Pedro Lucero
got his chance. He saw
Stanton riding by himself
along a road. He pulled
a rifle and tried to shoot
him down. Unfortunately,
his bullet missed. Then,
on November 13, 1886,
the three Lucero brothers
tried again. They rode to
Stanton’s store shortly after it closed for the night.
They asked to buy some
tobacco as an excuse to
get inside. Within minutes of stepping through
the doorway, the brothers drew their revolvers
and fired. Stanton, who
was sitting at a table reading a newspaper, fell over
dead—his body punctured
with three bullets.
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