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This Week’s
Question:

The last volcanic 
eruption in Arizona 
took place sometime 
around A.D. 1064, 
and created what

geologic formation 
near Flagstaff?

(12 Letters)

Ponca Chief
Standing Bear

Grat, Emmett and Bob Dalton

The Real
Johnny Appleseed

Proves that an
Indian is a ‘Person’

Most folks have 
probably heard 
about the legend-

ary “Johnny Appleseed” 
who, according to story and 
song, spread his apple seeds 
all over the nation. Well, it 
turns out that there really was 
a “Johnny Appleseed” and he 
did indeed travel the country 
planting seeds.

His name was John Chap-
man and he was born in Mas-
sachusetts in 1774. Not much 

By Richard W. Kimball

The Ponca Tribe of 
Nebraska is a small 
Indian nation, its 

population never much more 
than 800. When the Lewis 
& Clark expedition reached 
their village in 1804, small-
pox had drastically slashed 
their number to about 200. 
At that time, the tribe lived 
along Ponca Creek. They 
lived in large earth lodges 
and were primarily depen-
dent on farming. However, 
the Poncas also made sea-
sonal trips onto the plains to 
hunt for buffalo. Historians 
believe the tribe migrated 
west to Ponca Creek from 
the Lake Winnipeg area. The 
Ponca speak a dialect of the 
Siouan language. They are 
related to the Omaha and 
Kansa Indians to the south. 
In the early 1700s, the larger 

Sioux tribes that surrounded 
them forced them to relocate 
to the west bank of the Mis-
sissippi River.

The Ponca Indians 
might have been lost to his-
tory if not for Chief Stand-
ing Bear’s lawsuit against 
the U.S. Army. He was 
against the Army’s standard 
policy of forcing small In-
dian tribes from their tradi-
tional homeland and mak-
ing them relocate into the 
Indian Territory. The Ponca 
always tried to deal with the 
government in good faith. 
They even agreed to sign an 
1858 treaty that took away 
almost all their lands ex-
cept a small area along the 
Niobara River in Nebraska. 
Then the U.S. government 
made a huge mistake. When 
the U.S. and the Great Sioux 
Nation signed the Fort Lara-
mie treaty in 1868, the docu-

ment gave away the last of 
the Ponca land to the Sioux. 
Afterward, the Sioux began 
harassing the Ponca people 
trying to drive them away.

According to Vince Ap-

pling, a Ponca historian: “It 
was easier for the govern-
ment to move us because 
we were a peaceful people.

is known about his early life 
except that sometime in his 
twenties he left the Northeast 
to settle in the Ohio Valley, 
carrying with him a supply 
of apple seeds. His work as 
a nurseryman was insepa-
rable from his devotion to 
the teachings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg, a scientist and 
philosopher who claimed 
to have had a “spiritual

In thee summer of 1861, 
only a few months af-
ter the Civil War had 

broken out, Confederate 
Lieutenant Colonel John R. 
Baylor marched west with 
800 men of the 2nd Texas 
Mounted Rifles Regiment. 
Baylor advanced all the 
way to Tucson, proclaim-
ing himself governor of the 
Confederate Territory of 
Arizona.

But there was a strong 
Federal force in Northern 
New Mexico under the com-

mand of Colonel E.R.S. 
Canby. The Confederacy 
sent Baylor reinforcements 
in the form of three Texas 
regiments led by Brigadier 
General H. H. Sibley. Sib-
ley and more than 2,000 
Texans marched up the 
Rio Grande while Canby 
dug in at Fort Craig, about 
35 miles south of Socorro, 
New Mexico, with 3,800 
men. Although outnum-
bered, Sibley’s Texans
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Jim Harvey
The Arizona Trail
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How to Play

Keith Adams, Sid Clarke, Larry Damer, Doyle Ekey, Richard 
Fordyce, Kevin Gartley, Donnie Harris, Roger Kvammie, Robert 
Lidgett, Richard Ringer, Bill Riordan, William Smith, Richard 
Valley.

ARIZONA TRIVIA
This Week’s Question: The last volcanic eruption in Arizona 

took place sometime around A.D. 1064, and created what
geologic formation near Flagstaff? 

(12 Letters)

Last Issue’s Question: On August 18, 1912, an earthquake 
caused a 50-mile crack in what Arizona mountain range?

Answer: San Francisco Peaks 

Congratulations! You got the right answer!

Give Thanks
When you arise in the morning,

give thanks for the morning light,
for your life and strength.
Give thanks for your food

and the joy of  living.
 If  you see no reason for giving thanks,

the fault lies in yourself. 
-Tecumseh

Ancient sand dunes 
turned to stone are exposed 
high up on the cliffs of Oak 
Creek Canyon near Sedona 
and are more than 250 mil-
lion years old. You can see 
them by traveling the scenic 
canyon highway between 
Sedona and Flagstaff.

Members of an 1854 
U.S. Army exploring party 
riding west past where the 
towns of Ash Fork and Se-
ligman are now saw Huala-

pai and Havasupai Indian 
men whose faces were paint-
ed red. Their leggings were 
mountain sheep pelts with 
the fur on and their neck-
laces were of white and blue 
beads. The Hualapai and 
Havasupai still live in that 
part of Arizona and welcome 
visitors.

Results of the Apache 
scorched earth policy to 
drive settlers of European 
descent out of Arizona south 

of Tucson were described by 
an 1864 traveler from Cali-
fornia. He said the 40-mile 
road between San Xavier 
and Tubac was a scene of 
desolation and there was not 
a single living soul. Houses 
had been burned, fences torn 
down, and machinery once 
used for mining scattered 
across the ground.

In 1884, Bill Bass of 
Williams got into the tourist 
business and built a 60-mile 
stagecoach road for sightse-
ers to the Grand Canyon. 
There were three corrals at 
relay stations along the way 
where horses were changed 
for fresh ones. The Grand 
Canyon Railway, still in op-
eration today, replaced the 
stagecoaches in 1901.

Dr. P.G. Cornish, an 
1894 Flagstaff doctor, made 
house calls on a bicycle. He 
once peddled 50 roundtrip 
miles on dirt roads to care 
for a patient on an isolated 
ranch.

In 1902, the only school 
teacher at Somerton on the 
desert south of Yuma was 
paid $50 a month for teach-
ing and 25 cents a day for 
janitor work. Her new one-
room school cost $300 to 
build.

Barney Oldfield was 
crowned ‘Master Driver 
of the World’ after he won 
the 1914 Cactus Derby auto 
race on desert and mountain 
trails from Los Angeles to 
Phoenix.
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(See Fur Trade on Page 18)

Lewis and Clark Help Form 
Missouri Fur Company

In September 1806, Wil-
liam Clark and Meri-
wether Lewis completed 

their epic journey to the Pa-
cific Ocean, arriving back 
in St. Louis after more than 
two years in the western wil-
derness. Except for the dif-
ficult crossing of the Rocky 
Mountains, the expedition 
team had traveled by river. 
On the journey, they were 
overwhelmed by the abun-
dance of beaver, otter, and 
other fur-bearing creatures 
they saw. The territory was 
ripe for fur trapping, they re-
ported to President Thomas 
Jefferson.

Both Lewis and Clark 
recognized that sizeable 
fortunes could be made in 
fur trapping, and they were 
not averse to using their ex-
clusive knowledge to gain 
a share of the profits. Two 
years after their return, Lew-
is and Clark helped organize 
the St. Louis Missouri River 
Fur Company. Among their 
partners were the experi-
enced fur traders and busi-
nessmen Manuel Lisa, Pierre 

Choteau, and Auguste Cho-
teau.

Lewis, whom Jefferson 
had already appointed to the 
governorship of Louisiana 
Territory, was presumably a 
silent partner, and for good 
reason. The new company 
planned to mix public and 
private interests in poten-
tially unethical ways. Dur-
ing their earlier voyage west, 
Lewis and Clark had con-

vinced an Upper-Missouri 
River Mandan Indian named 
Big White to go east and meet 
President Jefferson. Lewis 
had promised Big White that 
the American government 
would later return him to his 
people. Now the St. Louis 
Missouri River Fur Com-
pany proposed to use public 
money to mount a private



February 20, 2019Territorial NewsPage 4

Standing Bear

(See Person on Page 12)
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There were more of the 
Sioux, and they were trou-
blemakers. That is the reason 
the government gave them 
our land.”

The U.S. admitted its 
mistake in 1875, but by then 
nothing more could be done 
except to relocate the Poncas 
to Indian Territory. Govern-
ment agents from the Office 
of Indian Affairs accompa-
nied a group of Ponca lead-
ers, including Standing Bear, 
to Oklahoma to pick a place 
for a new Ponca reservation. 

Unfortunately, much of the 
land available was barren or 
of little value for these native 
farmers. After many weeks 
of searching, the frustrat-
ed government agents told 
Standing Bear and the rest of 
the chiefs that if they wanted 
to return to Nebraska, they’d 
have to walk the entire 500 
miles on foot to get there. 
With no other choice, the 
Ponca leaders began the long 
and arduous journey at once.

When they finally ar-
rived back in Nebraska, the 
Ponca leaders found that 
many of their tribesmen 
had already been forced to 
go to Oklahoma. In May of 

1877, the army forced more 
than 600 Poncas, including 
Standing Bear and his fam-
ily, to walk back to Indian 
Territory. Many of the In-
dians died during the walk 
from illness or starvation, 
including Standing Bear’s 
daughter and son.

“At least nine died on 
that walk,” Appling said, 
“including Standing Bear’s 
daughter, Praise Flower. 
When they arrived in Okla-
homa, it was too late to plant 
crops. They lost nearly a 
third of the people from ma-
laria and starvation.”

Standing Bear would 
later recall those terrible 
times. He said, “I had only 
one son left; then he sick-
ened. As he was dying, he 
asked me to promise him one 
thing—to bury him in the 
earth of our Nebraska home-
land. Bear Shield was my 
only son. What else could I 
do but promise.”

During the next winter, 
Standing Bear and a small 
group of Poncas left Oklaho-
ma on foot to return to their 
Nebraska homeland. Stand-
ing Bear brought with him 
the bones of Bear Shield. 
They walked for two months 
and finally obtained shelter 
on land owned by the Oma-
ha people. In the spring of 
1879, the Army discovered 
the little group of Poncas 
and attempted once again to 
move them south. The Pon-
cas were encamped just out-
side the town of Omaha.

Thomas Tibbles, an 
editor at the Omaha Daily 
Herald, was instrumental 
in bringing the plight of the 
Ponca Indians to the Ameri-
can public. He interviewed 
Standing Bear while the chief

N
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(See Lawman on Page 23)

Billy Daniels and the 
Bisbee Massacre

Billy Daniels was 
typical of the thou-
sands of courageous 

young men and women who 
helped tame the Wild West 
but whose names and stories 
have since been largely for-
gotten. For every Wild Bill 
Hickok or Wyatt Earp im-
mortalized by the dramatic 
exaggerations of dime novel-
ists and sensationalistic jour-
nalists, the West had dozens 
of men like Billy Daniels, 
who quietly did their duty 
with little fanfare, celebra-
tion, or thanks.

On December 8, 1883, 
five desperadoes rode into 
the booming mining town of 
Bisbee, Arizona. Their lead-
er, Daniel “Big Dan” Dowd, 
had heard that the $7,000 
payroll of the Copper Queen 
Mine would be in the vault 
at the Bisbee General Store. 
The outlaws barged into the 
store with their guns drawn 
and demanded the payroll. 
To Big Dan’s disappoint-
ment, they discovered they 
were too early—the payroll 
had not yet arrived. The out-

laws quickly gathered up 
what money there was (re-
ports vary between $900 to 
$3,000), and took valuable 
rings and watches from the 
unlucky customers.

For reasons that are un-
clear, the robbery then turned 
into a slaughter. When the 
five desperadoes rode away, 
they left behind four dead 
or dying people, including 
Deputy Sheriff Tom Smith 

and a Bisbee woman named 
Anna Roberts.

The people of Arizona 
were shocked by the sense-
less brutality of the killings. 
The newspapers called it 
the “Bisbee Massacre.” The 
sheriff quickly organized 
citizen posses to track down 
the killers, placing Deputy 
Sheriff Billy Daniels at the
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Johnny Appleseed

(See Chapman on Page 17)

Chapman

(From Page 1)

awakening” and began to 
interact directly with the 
denizens of heaven, hell, 
and the world of spirits be-
tween. He went on to write 
numerous books on his 
theological views and other 
subjects.

The following are ex-
cerpts from three letters 
which give a little bit of 
insight into the real Johnny 
Appleseed. The first ac-
count is from a letter to a 
Swedenborg society:

ANONYMOUS

There is in the western 
country a very extraordinary 
missionary of the New Jeru-
salem. A man has appeared 
who seems to be almost in-
dependent of corporal wants 
and sufferings. He goes bare-
footed, can sleep anywhere, 
in house or out of house, and 
live upon the coarsest and 
most scanty fare. He has ac-
tually thawed the ice with his 
bare feet.

He procures what books 
he can of the New Church; 
travels into the remote settle-
ments, and lends them wher-

ever he can find readers, and 
sometimes divides a book 
into two or three parts for 
more extensive distribution 
and usefulness.

This man for years past 
has been in the employment 
of bringing into cultiva-
tion, in numberless places 
in the wilderness, small 
patches (two or three acres) 
of ground, and then sow-
ing apple seeds and rearing 
nurseries. These become 
valuable as the settlements 
approximate, and the profits 
of the whole are intended for 
the purpose of enabling him 
to print all the Writings of 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and 
distribute them through the 
western settlements of the 
United States.

The next account is a re-
sponse to a fictionalized pro-
file in Harper’s magazine:

S. C. COFFINBURY

John Chapman was a 
small man, wiry and thin in 
habit. His cheeks were hol-
low; his face and neck dark 
and skinny from exposure to 
the weather. His mouth was 
small; his nose small and 
turned up quite so much as 
apparently to raise his up-
per lip. His eye was dark 
and deeply set in his head, 
but searching and penetrat-
ing. His hair was black and 
straight which he parted in 
the middle, and permitted to 
fall about his neck. His hair, 
withal, was rather thin, fine 
and glossy. He never wore 
a full beard, but shaved all 
clean except a thin roach at 
the bottom of his throat. His 
beard was lightly set, sparse, 
and very black.

In 1840, when the writ-
er last saw him in Mansfield

My favorite mythical creature? The honest politician.

S
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(See Lynching on Page 11)

The Lynching
of Cattle Kate

The lynching of Ella 
Watson, aka “Cattle 
Kate,” and Jim Aver-

ill near Independence Rock, 
in Wyoming Territory, was 
an example of vigilante bra-
vura in the West. It earned 
Watson the dubious distinc-
tion of being the only wom-
an ever hanged in Wyoming.

The events that preced-
ed this particular incident 
began on October 29, 1880, 
when Averill filed a claim 
on choice grazing land on 
the banks of the Sweetwa-
ter River in Carbon County. 
The land was used regular-
ly by three large outfits, the 
UT, the Bar 11, and the Hub 
and Spoke. Over the years, 
Averill had opened a gen-
eral store and become the 
area’s postmaster. He of-
ten registered his opinions 
on the conflicts between 
cattle barons and ranchers 
in editorials written for the 
Casper Weekly Mail.

Blasting the barons in 
print was not enough for 
Averill. Rumors flew that 
he dabbled in the rustling 
trade. As new cowboys ar-
rived in the area to help 
with the bustling cattle 
business, Averill decided 
to expand his operations by 
hiring Ella as a cook at his 
store. There are some re-
ports that Watson was actu-
ally a prostitute, but those 
may have been stories put 
out by the cattle barons to 
discredit her and Averill. 

On March 24, 1888, 
Watson filed a claim for 
some land about a mile 
from Averill’s operation 
and soon began building a 
small cabin and a large cor-

ral.
During the following 

year, Averill and Watson 
grew bolder. One stockman 
found 20 of his maverick 
cattle at Watson’s place 
before she ran him off at 
rifle-point. A “get tough” 
attitude was voiced at lo-
cal smokers. An editorial in 
the July 13, 1889, Casper 
Weekly Mail hinted that 
the court’s failure to con-
vict thieves might result in 
“stockmen taking the law 
into their own hands.”

Rancher A. J. Bothwell 
decided to do just that, 
shortly after 50 of his stock 
appeared among Watson’s 
herd. On the afternoon of 

July 20, 1889, he rode with 
six cowhands to Cattle 
Kate’s place. Her 14-year-
old stable boy watched in 
horror as Kate was loaded 
into a wagon, swearing and 
kicking as she went. Both-
well and his band then gal-
loped to Averill’s property 
and picked him up.

As they would later tes-
tify, the members of the self-
appointed posse meant only 
to “throw a scare” into their 
adversaries. The wagons 
traveled about four miles to 
Spring Creek Gulch. Sud-
denly, Jim Buchanan, one 
of Averill’s men who had

U

C
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Glorieta Pass
Civil War

(From Page 1)

executed a determined as-
sault on February 21, 1862, 
forcing the Federals to aban-
don their position. A few days 
later, Sibley hoisted the Stars 
and Bars over Santa Fe.

To the east, Federal 
troops still held Fort Union, 
and more than 1,300 Regu-
lars, Coloradans, and New 
Mexicans marched toward 
Santa Fe on March 22. Ma-
jor John Chivington, leading 
418 Coloradans in advance of 
the federal column, encoun-
tered 400 Texans in Apache 
Canyon near Glorieta Pass, 
Southeast of Santa Fe. There 
was a sharp engagement, and 
the Confederates pulled back 
after losing a hundred men.

A night march 
brought 700 Con-
federate rein-
forcements, and 
Brigadier General 
William R. Scurry 
assumed command 
of a combined 
force numbering 
about 1,000 men. 
The Confederates 
prepared a defen-
sive position at 
the western end of 
Apache Pass. On 
March 27, about 
900 Federal rein-
forcements arrived, 
and the adversaries 
came together the 
next day at Glorieta Pass. 
The next six hours were 
filled with charges and coun-
tercharges, artillery volleys, 
and hand-to-hand fighting. 

When the conflict ceased, 
the Confederates controlled 
the battlefield.

During this action, 
however, Chivington had 
led 500 men on a 16-mile 
march and struck the lightly 
guarded Confederate supply 
train. Chivington’s men de-
stroyed as estimated 80 wag-
ons, bayoneted 500 horses 
and mules, and burned food, 
clothing, and medical sup-
plies. The destructive attack 
was a crippling blow to the 
force. Canby soon advanced, 
forcing the Confederates to 
abandon Santa Fe and Albu-
querque and to commence a 
long, grueling retreat from 
waterhole to waterhole 
through the summer heat to 
Texas.

Of the approximately 
3,500 Texans who had in-
vaded New Mexico in an 
attempt to expand the Con-
federacy, more than 500 men 
were dead and another 500 
were captured or missing. 
Known as the “Gettysburg 
of the West,” the engagement 
was unquestionably decisive 
in the Civil War struggle for 
the Far West.

Brigadier General
Henry Hopkins Sibley

E



River. He lost most of his 
scientific records when 
three deserters ran off with 
them. And he succeeded in 
branding the Plains with a 
discouraging and largely 
misleading name. On the 

official map of his expedi-
tion thousands of square 
miles were labeled “Great 
Desert.”

This view was echoed 
by virtually every traveler 
on the Plains for the next 
generation, with the nota-
ble exception of Fremont. 
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Stephen H. Long
Twenty years be-

fore the Pathfinder, 
John C. Fremont, 

produced his enthusiastic 
descriptions of the West, 
another Army explorer, 
Major Stephen H. Long, 
published a differ-
ent sort of conclu-
sion about the Great 
Plains: “In regard to 
this extensive section 
of the country, I do 
not hesitate in giv-
ing the opinion, that 
it is almost wholly 
unfit for cultivation, 
and of course, unin-
habitable by a peo-
ple depending upon 
agriculture for their 
subsistence.”

Long was at-
tempting to find the 
headwaters of the 
Arkansas, Platte, and Red 
Rivers. His expedition was 
characterized by a series 
of misjudgments and mi-
nor disasters. He got con-
fused about the rivers: he 
never found the source of 
the Arkansas and mistook 
the Canadian for the Red 

In Astoria, an account of 
the Western fur trade writ-
ten in 1836, Washington 
Irving described the vast 
region between the Mis-
sissippi and the Rocky 
Mountains as: “undulating 

and treeless plains, 
and desolate sandy 
wastes, wearisome 
to the eye from their 
extent and monoto-
ny.”

Major Long felt 
the arid Plains were a 
blessing in disguise, 
explaining that they 
would “serve as a 
barrier to prevent too 
great an extension of 
our population west-
ward.” Such an idea 
was anathema to the 
expansion-minded 
Fremont. He mini-

mized the region’s short-
comings and instead em-
phasized the presence of 
rich, arable soil, sparkling 
streams, and lush grasses. 
“Everywhere,” he exulted, 
“the rose is met with and 
reminds us of cultivated 
gardens and civilization.”

E
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Windmills
Pioneers in the East 

dug shallow wells by 
hand and retrieved 

the water with a windlass 
and wooden bucket. But 
when the westward move-
ment reached the arid 
Great Plains, settlers found 
few streams 
that ran year-
round, and 
subterranean 
water often 
was hundreds 
of feet deep.

An adap-
tation of the 
ancient wind-
mill provided 
a solution. 
The Great 
Plains were ceaselessly 
swept by brisk winds at ve-
locities averaging 12 to 14 
miles per hour. This free 
source of power could be 
harnessed mechanically to 
pump water up from deep 
levels. In the 1850s, a Con-
necticut mechanic named 
Daniel Halladay fashioned 
a windmill with a governor 
to reduce the pitch of the 
blades in high wind, keep-
ing them from spinning so 

rapidly that the machine 
would be torn apart. A 
simple vertical fin kept the 
mill headed into the wind. 
A crankshaft converted the 
rotary motion of the blades 
to the up-and-down action 
required to pump water.

Well drillers charged 
$1.25 to $2.00 per foot for 
wells, which sometimes ex-
tended 50 to 500 feet deep. 
A windmill might cost 
$100, running the price for 
well and mill to perhaps 
$1,000—prohibitive for 
an early homesteader. But 
ranchers, railroads, towns, 
and prosperous farmers 
drilled wells and planted 
windmills, so that 16 fac-
tories totaled annual sales 

exceeding one million dol-
lars by 1879. By the 1890s, 
reduced production costs 
and rising farm income 
allowed more and more 
farmers the convenience 
of a mechanical water sup-
ply.

A mill 
could lift 
hundreds of 
gallons of 
water a day. 
The tallest 
windmill in 
the West was 
located on the 
Yellow Hous-
es Division of 
the three-mil-
lion-acre XIT 

Ranch in the Texas pan-
handle. At Yellow Houses 
headquarters, water was 
found at a depth of just 40 
feet, but headquarters was 
located in a sheltered can-
yon. The mill’s tower was 
built 130 feet tall to catch 
the winds above the can-
yon walls. This impressive 
structure finally blew down 
in 1926, but today a replica 
stands in the nearby town 
of Littlefield.
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Cattle Kate
Lynching

(From Page 7)

trailed them, opened fire 
on the group. Kate yelled, 
“Shoot the bustards, every 
on of them!”

B u c h a n a n 
was driven off 
with return fire. 
Then almost as 
an afterthought, 
the group com-
pleted what it 
had set out to 
do. Amateurs at 
proper execution, 
Bothwell and his 
men tossed the 
first rope over 
a low branch, 
put the noose 
around Averill’s 
neck, and then 
pushed him off 
a large rock. As 
he kicked and 
writhed, slowly 
strangling, they 
grabbed Cattle 
Kate and did the same to 
her.

When law enforcement 

officials arrived at the gully 
the next morning, the found 
the bodies, according to 
the Mail, “swaying to and 
fro by the prairie flowers 
across the plains.” “A Cat-
tle Thief and His Paramour 

Swing from a Cottonwood 
Branch,” read one account, 
and another professed that 

“The Man Weakened But 
the Woman Cursed to the 
Last.”

No charges were ever 
brought against anyone. 
The witness, Buchanan, 
disappeared, returned 

briefly, and then 
vanished for 
good. The sta-
ble boy died of 
Bright’s disease. 
A grand jury was 
dismissed on Oc-
tober 14, 1889, 
having failed to 
issue an indict-
ment because of 
lack of evidence.

Recalled one 
old-timer, years 
after the fact: 
“This was a hor-
rible piece of 
business, more 
especially the 
lynching of the 
woman, and in 
many ways in-
defensible; yet, 
what is one to 

do? Just sit still and see 
your property ruined, with 
no redress in sight?”
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Standing Bear

(See Person on Page 16)

Person

(From Page 4)

was detained at Fort Omaha. 
Tibbles’ articles grabbed 
the attention of the public. 
When some of the towns-
people found out what the 
government was going to 
do with the Indians, they 
hoped someone would take 
the Army to federal court. 
Soon several lawyers came 
forward to volunteer their 
services. The attorneys filed 
a writ of habeas corpus on 
behalf of the Ponca people 
which prevented the Army 
from forcing the natives 

back to Indian Territory. The 
resulting legal battle soon 
became a major civil rights 
case for the American Indi-
an. It also became one of Ne-
braska’s most notable trials. 
Standing Bear fought hard 
for his freedom in an Omaha 
courtroom.

General George Crook 
was dismayed when he heard 
about the plight of Standing 
Bear and the rest of the Pon-
ca. Unlike other army offi-
cers, Crook was sympathetic 
with the Indians. Even hos-
tile Indians like Red Cloud, 
a Sioux chieftain, trusted the 
general’s words. In fact, Red 
Cloud once said, “He never 

lied to us. His words gave us 
hope.”

Since he was an Army 
officer, Crook could not 
openly help with Standing 
Bear’s suit against the Army 
so he did it secretly. He 
reached out to Tibbles, the 
newspaper man, and asked 
for help. “You have a great 
daily paper here,” he said. “I 
ask you to go into this fight 
against those who are rob-
bing these helpless people.” 
Tibbles wrote an editorial 
that very night and it was 
printed the next day. The 
story was also distributed to 
other newspapers across the 
country.

Standing Bear was 
brought before General 
Crook for a preliminary hear-
ing. The chief was dressed in 
his best buckskins. “I have 
always obeyed every order 
that was sent me,” he told 
the general. “I never com-
mitted a crime in my life, yet 

A
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(See Gunman on Page 15)

Gunman Jessie Evans

Jesse Evans was an out-
law and gunman of the 
Old West, and leader of 

the Jesse Evans Gang. Best 
known for his involvement 
in the infamous Lincoln 
County War, Evans was a 
cold-blooded killer. Even 
Billy the Kid, in a letter to 
New Mexico governor Lew 
Wallace, wrote of his fear of 
Evans.

Jesse J. Evans was born 
in 1853 in either Missouri or 
Texas. His first brush with 
the law came in June 1871 
in Elk City, Kansas, when 
he was arrested with both his 
mother and father for pass-
ing counterfeit money. This 
was interesting, because up 
to that point Jesse had led a 
promising life, even gradu-
ating from Washington and 
Lee College in Virginia.

After that incident, Ev-
ans began working as a cow-
boy, even spending some 
time in the employ of famed 
cattle baron John Chisum. 
After a time, Evans ventured 
to both Las Cruces and La 
Mesilla, New Mexico, where 
he became associated with a 
man named John Kinney. At 
the time, Kinney was leading 
one of the more well-known 
criminal gangs of the New 
Mexico Territory. Evans 
joined the gang, and over 
time he and Kinney became 
close.

On the night of De-
cember 31, 1875, Kinney, 
Evans, Pony Diehl, and Jim 
McDaniels went into Las 
Cruces. While there the gang 
members became involved 
in a disagreement and later 
a brawl with soldiers of the 
U.S. Cavalry stationed at 
Fort Seldon. The outlaws 
lost the fight, and left, only 
to return and open fire on the 
saloon, killing two soldiers 
and one civilian, and wound-
ing several others.

Kinney had been badly 
wounded in the earlier fight, 
and went into hiding. Soon 
after that night, while Kin-
ney was still healing, Evans, 
gang member Samual Blan-
ton, and possibly another 
outlaw named Morris, shot 
and killed Quirino Fletcher 
in Las Cruces, for reasons 
still not known. Evans stood 
trial for the murder, but was 
somehow acquitted.

It was around this time 
that Evans broke away from 
the Kinney Gang to form his 

own. Several of Kinney’s 
men followed him including 
Billy Morton, Frank Baker, 
Jim McDaniels, Buffalo Bill 
Spawn, Dolly Graham, Tom 
Hill, Bob Martin, Nicholas 
Provencio, and Manuel Se-
govia. Although usually re-
ferred to as the Jesse Evans 
Gang, they referred to them-
selves as “The Boys”. They 

became involved in numer-
ous acts of robbery and cattle 
rustling between 1875 and 
1877.

Meanwhile, tensions 
were growing in Lincoln 
County between factions con-
trolled by two sets of wealthy 
businessmen in the area.
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Cattle Towns

(See Colorful on Page 20)

According to films 
and television, life 
in the cattle towns 

of the West was mainly good 
guys in white hats and bad 
guys in black fighting it out 
in the streets while respect-
able citizens ran for cover. 
Barroom brawls regularly 
ended in sudden death, with 
the victims being carted off 
to resting places with names 
like Boot Hill.

There was Abilene, 
Wichita, Hays City, Dodge 
City, Ellsworth, Ogallala, 
and Caldwell, to name a 
few. Most started out shab-
by and maintained a scruffy 

look even in their days of 
prosperity—their dusty 
streets, walkways of wood-
en planks, sleazy saloons, 
gambling dens, bordellos, 
and false front stores lend-
ing them an air of imperma-
nence.

Although popular dime 
novels and eastern newspa-
pers grossly exaggerated 
the violence of the cattle 
towns, these places were in 
fact at least as colorful—if 
not nearly as bloody—as 
the popular imagination 
has always painted them. 
Some (notably Ellsworth, 
Caldwell, and Dodge City) 

had acquired their seamy 
reputations well before 
they became cattle cen-
ters—reputations based on 
the presence of a collec-
tion of railroad men, sol-
diers, and buffalo hunters, 
plus the virtual absence of 
any system of law. Indeed, 
the coming of the cattle 
trade was often the signal 
for towns like Dodge or 
Wichita to settle down, or-
ganize local governments, 
and become at least mod-
erately respectable. A good 
year for cattle sales meant 
plenty of hard money, not 
only for itinerant gamblers, 
barkeeps, and ladies of the 
evening, but also for boot 
makers, dry goods mer-
chants, grocers, financiers, 
and other citizens of sub-
stance. As historian Robert 
R Dykstra phrased it in his 
book Cattle Towns, “The 
problem for the cattle town 
people was not to rid them-
selves of visitors prone to 
violence, but to suppress 
the violence while retain-
ing the visitors.” 

Andy Adams, a vet-
eran of the cattle trade, 
summed up the situation 
from the drovers’ stand-
point in his Log of a Cow-
boy: “Dodge is one town 
where the average bad man 
. . . finds himself badly

S
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Jessie Evans
Gunman

(From Page 13)

In late 1877 Evans and 
his gang were hired by the 
Murphy-Dolan group to 
face off against Billy the 
Kid and his boys, known as 
the Regulators, who were 
under the control of the 
McSween-Tunstall faction. 
Despite the fame that Billy 
the Kid would eventually 
receive due to the conflict, 
by many accounts Evans 
was the most feared of the 
gunmen. Evans and mem-
bers of his gang harassed 
rancher John Tunstall, and 
on February 18, 1878, Ev-
ans, Frank Baker, William 
Morton, and Tom Hill mur-
dered Tunstall, which ig-
nited the bloody Lincoln 
County War.

Evans would figure 
prominently in the range 
war, often taking the lead 
on operations against the 
Lincoln County Regu-
lators. His role is often 
downplayed, but in most 
documented accounts, Ev-
ans was at the front. In later 
letters written by Billy the 
Kid to Governor Lew Wal-
lace, Evans was mentioned, 
and the Kid even stated 
in one that he feared be-
ing assassinated by Evans. 
William Morton and Frank 
Baker were tracked down 
by the Regulators and killed 
for the Tunstall murder, and 
on that same day Tom Hill 
was killed and Evans was 
wounded when they tried to 
rustle some sheep but were 
thwarted by the rancher.

On April 29, 1878, Ev-
ans led a posse that killed 
Regulator Frank McNab 
and badly wounded Regula-
tor Ab Saunders. Evans and 
his gang were a main factor 
in the Battle of Lincoln, a 
three-day affair which end-
ed with three dead on the 
Regulators side, and three 
dead on the Murphy-Dolan 
side, along with several 
Murphy-Dolan men being 
wounded.

After the Lincoln War 
ended, Evans and gang 
member Billy Campbell 
killed an attorney named 
Huston Chapman on Feb-
ruary 18, 1879, who was 
the lawyer hired by Susan 
McSween on behalf of her 
husband Alexander Mc-

Sween, who was killed dur-
ing the Battle of Lincoln, 
and the gang was again 
on the run from lawmen. 
Texas Rangers caught up 
to them on July 3, 1880, 
near Presidio del Norte, 
in Mexico. In the ensuing 
gunbattle, Evans shot and 
killed Ranger George Bing-
ham, while gang member 
John Gross was wounded 
by the Rangers, and gang 
member George Davis was 
shot and killed by Rangers 

D.T. Carson and Ed Sieker. 
Ranger Carson was also shot 
and wounded. Thr Rangers 
eventually prevailed and 
Evans was arrested, tried, 
and sentenced to prison. He 
managed to escape while on 
work detail one day, howev-
er he was recaptured a few 
months later. Sent to Hunts-
ville Prison, he was released 
in 1882 and was never seen 
or heard from again. Where 
he went and what happened 
to him is a mystery.
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Standing Bear

(See Person on Page 19)

Person

(From Page 12)

here we are—prisoners.” He 
added that the Poncas signed 
all treaties forced upon them 

and that they broke no laws. 
He said he didn’t want to 
live on a reservation in Indi-
an Territory. “Why couldn’t 
we be like any other ordinary 
American?” he asked.

The 14th Amendment, 

which granted rights to for-
mer slaves several years ear-
lier, did not apply to Indians 
and denied them citizenship. 
The Amendment, as it was 
interpreted, guarantees the 
right of any person in the 
United States to life, liber-
ty, and property unless they 
were removed by due pro-
cess of law. Indians at that 
time were always considered 
non-citizens. Since they were 
not recognized as “persons,” 
they could not sue in court 
or seek legal help for any 
wrongs held against them.

Crook and Tibbles got 
together to figure out a strat-
egy that would be beneficial 
for Standing Bear and the 
Poncas. They found two 
lawyers willing to take the 
case on a pro bono basis. The 
lawyers filed a writ of habeas 
corpus on behalf of Standing 
Bear in the Omaha U.S. Dis-
trict Court. To make sure the 
case would proceed quickly, 
the editor tracked down the 
judge who would hear the 
case—the Honorable Elmer 
Dundy.

Every morning when I open the front door to leave
for work, I tell my dog to stay, and every time

I wish it were the other way around.
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Johnny Appleseed
Chapman

(From Page 6)

this was his appearance, and 
at the time he had changed 
but little, if any, in his general 
appearance, since he first re-
membered seeing him when 
the writer was a small boy.

The dress of this strange 
man was unique. The writer 
here assumes to say that he 
never wore a coffee sack as 
a part of his apparel. He may 
have worn the offcast cloth-
ing of others; he probably 
did so. Although often in 
rags and tatters, and at best 
in the most plain and simple 
wardrobe he was always 
clean, and in his most deso-
late rags comfortable, and 
never repulsive.

He generally, when the 
weather would permit, wore 
no clothing on his feet, con-
sequently his feet were dark, 
hard, and horny. He was 
frequently seen with shirts, 
pants, and a kind of a long 
tailed coat of tow-linen then 
much worn by the farmers. 
This coat was a device of his 

own ingenuity and in itself 
was a curiosity. It consisted 
of one width of the coarse 
fabric, which descended 
from his neck to his heels. 
It was without collar. In this 
robe were cut two arm holes 
into which were placed two 
straight sleeves. The mother 
of the writer made it up for 
him under his immediate di-
rection and supervision.

The last excerpt recalls 
a meeting near the farm of 
Amos Harding, great-grand-
father to President Warren 
Harding:

FRANKLIN VANDORN

I shall never forget how 
pleased he appeared to be 
when we came up to him in 

the wilderness, four miles 
from a living soul but Indi-
ans, among bears, wolves, 
catamounts, serpents, owls 
and porcupines, yet appar-
ently contented and happy. 
Here Johnny had some poles 
put on crotches, covered 
with elm bark. Some five or 
six rods from this were logs 
cut for a cabin and some 
clapboards for a roof.

After sitting down and 
chatting for a while, Johnny 
poked in the ashes with a 
stick and dragged out some 
potatoes, saying, “This is 
the way I live in the wilder-
ness.”

“Well,” one of the boys 
replied, “you appear to be as 
happy as a king.”

“Yes,” said Chapman, 
“I could not enjoy myself 
better anywhere--I can lay 
on my back, look up at the 
stars, and it seems almost 
as though I can see the an-
gels praising God, for he has 
made all things for good.”

John Chapman died 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 
1845, at the age of 70.
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Cottonwood Ranch

Fur Trade

(From Page 3)

expedition to take Big 
White home in the spring of 
1809. Once Big White was 
home safely, however, the 
expedition would contin-
ue on to begin fur trading 
on the Yellowstone River, 
where it would enjoy a mo-
nopoly guaranteed by Gov-
ernor Lewis.

In May 1809, the hy-
brid public-private expe-
dition headed up the Mis-

souri River. The men safely 
returned Big White to his 
home and inaugurated a 
fairly successful fur trad-
ing operation. Whatever 
questions there might have 
been about Governor Lew-
is’ conflicting interests in 
the company soon became 
moot: He either killed him-
self or was murdered on 
October 11, 1809, while 
traveling on the Natchez 
Trace in Tennessee. Clark 
continued to be involved 
with the company for sev-
eral years, and no one ever 

raised questions about the 
ethics of his participation. 
Standards of behavior were 
often lax on the frontier, and 
it was not unusual for pri-
vate and governmental in-
terests to become confused. 
For all but the most critical 
observer, Clark’s actions 
would have been accept-
able. The St. Louis Mis-
souri River Fur Company 
the two men helped create 
endured until 1825 and was 
instrumental in furthering 
the exploration and settle-
ment of the Far West.

Missouri Fur Company

During the Old West, 
Englishmen were 
attracted to west-

ern ranching. One pocket of 
English settlers clustered in 
northwestern Kansas, where 
the unique ranch buildings 
of John Fenton Pratt still 
stand as a reminder of a sig-
nificant chapter of frontier 
ranching.

Abraham Pratt of York-
shire County, England, 
immigrated to the United 

States in 1878. Two years 
later, his eldest son, John 
Fenton, joined him. “Fent” 
Pratt homesteaded his own 
claim and built a one-room 
stone house. After the “Big 
Die Up” of 1885-86 devas-
tated the range cattle indus-
try, the Pratts, who came 
from a sheep-raising culture, 
turned to the cultivation of 
woolies. As the sheep oper-
ation flourished, Fent Pratt 
employed English craftsmen 

to expand his house and to 
replace his sod outbuild-
ings and corrals with hand-
some stone construction. 
The result was a striking 
headquarters reminiscent of 
Yorkshire County.

The last surviving Pratt 
daughter lived at Cotton-
wood Ranch until 1978. In 
1983, the state of Kansas 
acquired the property to 
convert the ranch into a liv-
ing museum.

R
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The Merchants of Historic Florence Welcome You!

Standing Bear
Person

(From Page 16)

On May 1, 1879, the 
case of Standing Bear 
v. Crook commenced in 
the U.S. District Court in 
Omaha. The lawyers made 
their presentations and ar-
guments. When they were 
through, Standing Bear 
asked to speak. Knowing 
that, officially, the rules of 
procedure did not allow this, 
Judge Dundy murmured qui-
etly, “Court is adjourned.” 
Then, speaking in a normal 
manner, told the Ponca chief 
he could speak.

Standing Bear got to 
his feet and looked around 
at the people in the court-
room. He stood a long time 
without saying anything. 
Many people became rest-
less and some were mum-
bling that the Indian leader 
did not know how to speak. 
Finally, Standing Bear 
raised his right hand, turned 
to face the judge and said 
these words: “That hand is 
not the color of yours, but 
if I pierce it, I shall feel 
pain. If you pierce your 
hand, you also feel pain. 
The blood that will flow 

from mine will be the same 
color as yours. I am a man. 
The same God made us 
both.” Standing Bear went 
on to tell about a dream he 
had recently that involved 
the judge. When the Ponca 
leader finished speaking 
the courtroom exploded 
with “a great shout.” Gen-
eral Crook was one of the 
first to leap up to shake the 
chief’s hand.

On May 12, Judge 
Dundy issued a ruling in 
favor of Standing Bear. He 
said the Ponca chief and his 
band were really “persons” 
under the law. They were 
all entitled, as any other 
person in the United States, 
to all rights guaranteed by 
the U.S. Constitution. Tib-
bles later wrote a series of 
articles about the trial. He 

said, “I saw tears on Judge 
Dundy’s face. General 
Crook sat leaning forward, 
covering his eyes with his 
hand.”

Government attorneys 
quickly appealed Dundy’s 
decision and the case went 
to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, but the jus-
tices refused to hear it. In 
the eyes of the law, Stand-
ing Bear and his compan-
ions were left free to return 
to their homeland. Ironically, 
all the former Ponca land 
had been taken away from 
them. There was no place for 
them to return to. Ultimately, 
with the help of sympathetic 
friends with money, about 
26,000 acres was purchased 
and restored to become the 
property of the Ponca Tribe 
of Nebraska.

I’m getting old enough that work is a lot less fun
and fun is a lot more work.

T
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Cattle Towns

(See Colorful on Page 22)

Colorful

(From Page 14)

handicapped. The buffalo 
hunters and range men have 
protested against the iron 
rule of Dodge’s 
peace officers, 
and nearly ev-
ery protest has 
cost human life. 
Don’t ever get 
the impression 
that you can 
ride your horses 
into a saloon, 
or shoot out the 
lights . . .Most cowboys 
think it’s an infringement 
of their rights to give up 
shooting in town, and if it 
is, it stands, for your six-
shooters are no match for 
Winchesters or buckshot; 
and Dodge’s officers are as 
game a set of men as ever 
faced danger.” Though Ad-
ams was probably exag-
gerating the human toll this 
law-and-order policy ex-
acted, in other respects his 
picture was accurate.

In order to keep cattle 

trade while attracting more 
permanent businesses, 
town officials had to walk a 
careful tightrope. The best 
way to do this seemed to 
provide the rowdier plea-
sures the Texas cowpokes 

were so fond of while at 
the same time controlling 
those pleasures and extract-
ing considerable income 
from them. Newly incor-
porated towns were quick 
to pass laws establishing a 
lucrative system of fines for 
such offenses as gambling 
and prostitution and car-
rying a concealed weapon. 
This income filled the town 
coffers admirably, enabling 
some localities to offer tax 
advantages to legitimate 
business and to pay for po-

lice officers.
Contrary to legend, in 

the Kansas cattle towns a 
marshal’s lot was not usual-
ly a glamorous one, and cer-
tainly not a lonely one. The 
more sensible businessmen 

and politicians 
were not about 
to risk either 
their own safety 
or their city’s 
reputation by 
hiring only one 
gun-happy of-
ficer with more 
enthusiasm for 
mayhem than 

common sense. There were 
arrests to be made—prefer-
ably without bloodshed—
fines to be levied, drunken 
cowboys to be pacified, re-
cords to be kept, sidewalks 
to be repaired, and the oc-
casional stray steer to be 
removed. All of this fell 
within the marshal’s du-
ties (even for such legend-
ary marshals as “Wild Bill” 
Hickok of Abilene and Wy-
att Earp of Wichita), and

Abilene, Texas, 1875

Arkansas  210,000
California      92,497
(Roughly 86,000 males to 7,000 females)
Iowa   192,000
Kansas   107,000
Louisiana  518,000
Minnesota          6,000
Missouri  682,000
New Mexico      61,547
(Includes present Arizona and part of Colorado)
Oregon    12,093
Texas   212,592
Utah     11,380
Washington        1,000

1850 Census

R
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Rival Captains Stage 
Riverboat Race

In the summer of 1870 
a bitter rivalry between 
two headstrong river-

boat captains turned the 
muddy Mississippi River 
into a gigantic raceway, 
the setting for one of the 
biggest gambling events of 
the 19th Cen-
tury.

The two 
captains were 
known for the 
verbal abuse 
they hurled 
at each other. 
John W. Can-
non of the 
Robert E. 
Lee referred 
to Thomas P. 
Leathers of the Natchez 
as an “old scoundrel” and 
Leathers branded Cannon 
a “mealy-mouthed, egg-
sucking this-and-that.” 
Both knew the fastest boat 
would attract the most 
cotton shipping business. 
When both captains pub-
lished denials of a rumored 
1,200-mile race from New 

Orleans to St. Louis, few 
people believed them.

Newspapers in Europe 
as well as the United States 
proclaimed it the race of 
the century. Millions of 
dollars were bet as crowds 
descended on river towns 

along the route and flooded 
commercial exchanges and 
telegraph offices through-
out the world.

Public excitement was 
as hot as the fires in the 
steamboats’ boilers as they 
slipped their moorings at 
about 5:00 p.m. on June 
30 and, trailing plumes of 
sparks and charcoal-black 

smoke, plowed upriver. In 
riverside towns like Nat-
chez, Vicksburg, Memphis, 
and Cairo, odds changed 
frequently and new wagers 
were struck by the light of 
bonfires as the days wore 
into nights.

F i e r c e l y 
determined to 
win, Cannon 
staged a run-
ning refuel-
ing from an-
other boat he 
had waiting in 
mid-river and 
plunged dan-
gerously for-
ward through 
the fog (any 

sane man would have laid 
up, Leathers snarled). Af-
ter three days, 18 hours, 
and 14 minutes—more 
than six hours in front of 
the Natchez, the Robert E. 
Lee panted into St. Louis to 
a tumultuous greeting. Her 
time was never equaled.

www.territorialnews.com
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Cattle Towns
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I can’t believe I got fired from the calendar factory. All I did was take a day off.

Colorful

(From Page 20)

for such work a preening 
gunslinger was singularly 
unsuited. Most towns had 
at least five police on call 
in the cattle season.

When a cowboy came 
into Abilene, Dodge, or 
Wichita after months on 
the trail, what he wanted 
was booze, bawds, music, 
and merriment. The towns-
men themselves were eager 
to cater to these whims—
within reason—but they 
were totally unwilling to 
turn the entire town over 
to the cowboys. Occasion-
ally the merchants, in their 
eagerness to maintain con-
trol, hired the wrong peo-
ple to uphold the law. Such 
was the case in Ellsworth 
during the panic of 1873, 
when thousands of unsold 
cattle and restless cowboys 
flooded the surrounding 
area. The townsfolk added 

to their police force a des-
perado known as “Happy 
Jack” Morco, an illiterate 
loudmouth whose trigger 
finger worked better than 
his brain. Morco had soon 
alienated the Texans so 
thoroughly that the cattle-
men threatened to take their 
trade elsewhere. At that, the 
local tradesmen woke up 
and dismissed Morco, who 
refused to be disarmed and 
was shot dead by one of his 
police colleagues.

In at least one case a 
town marshal made an ef-
fortless transition from law 
enforcement to lawbreak-
ing. Marshal Henry N. 
Brown of Caldwell, a for-
mer gunfighter, yielded to 
temptation after two rela-
tively quiet years on the 
force and held up the bank 
at Medicine Lodge, killing 
two people in the process. 
In a rare instance of a cattle 
town’s vigilante justice, the 
outraged citizens of Medi-
cine Lodge promptly shot 

the marshal and lynched his 
three henchmen.

Despite such incidents 
law enforcement generally 
proved to be relatively le-
nient and surprisingly ef-
fective. From 1870 to 1885 
the documented homicide 
count for five chief cattle 
towns—Caldwell, Wichi-
ta, Dodge, Ellsworth, and 
Abilene—came to a rather 
ungrand total of 45. Some 
of these incidents, such as 
the shooting of a Caldwell 
woman by a drunken hus-
band, had no connection 
to the cattle business at all, 
and of those that did, few 
were the result of the kind 
of blistering gunfight so 
dear to the hearts of west-
ern film buffs.

All in all, contem-
porary evidence suggests 
that, even though the cattle 
towns were indeed raw and 
colorful, their wilder ten-
dencies were leavened with 
a judicious dose of Ameri-
can pragmatism.



Page 23 Territorial NewsFebruary 20, 2019

Billy Daniels
Lawman

(From Page 5)

head of one. The posses, 
though, soon ran out of clues 
and the trail grew cold. Most 
of the citizen members gave 
up. Daniels, however, stub-
bornly continued the pursuit 
alone. He eventually learned 
the identities of the five men 
from area ranchers and be-
gan to track them down one 
by one.

Daniels found one of 
the killers in Deming, New 
Mexico, and arrested him. 
He then learned from a Mex-
ican informant that the gang 
leader, Big Dan Dowd, had 
fled south of the border to a 
hideout at Sabinal, Chihua-
hua. Disguising himself as 
an ore buyer, Daniels tricked 
Dowd into a meeting and 
took him prisoner. A few 
weeks later, Daniels returned 
to Mexico and arrested an-
other of the outlaws. Other 
law officers apprehended the 
remaining two members of 
the gang. A Tombstone, Ari-
zona, jury quickly convicted 
all five men and sentenced 
them to be hanged simulta-
neously. As the noose was 
fitted around his neck on the 
five-man gallows, Big Dan 
reportedly muttered, “This is 
a regular killing machine.”

The next year, Daniels 
ran for sheriff but lost. He 
found a new position as an 
inspector of customs that 
required him to travel all 
around the vast and often 
isolated Arizona country-
side, where various bands of 
hostile Apache Indians were 
a serious danger. Early on the 
morning of June 10, 1885, 
Daniels and two companions 
were riding up a narrow can-
yon trail in the Mule Moun-
tains east of Bisbee. Daniels, 
who was in the lead, rode into 
an Apache ambush. The first 
bullets killed his horse, and 
the animal collapsed, pin-
ning Daniels to the ground. 
Trapped, Daniels used his ri-
fle to defend himself as best 
he could, but the Apache 
quickly overwhelmed him 
and cut his throat.

His two companions 
escaped with their lives and 
returned the next day with 
a posse. They found Dan-
iels’ badly mutilated corpse, 
but were unable to track the 
Apache Indians who mur-
dered him.
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