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Henry Starr
‘I’ve robbed more banks than any man in America.’

H

enry Starr had one
goal in life: to rob
more banks than
anyone in America. By all
accounts, he succeeded.
Nicknamed “Bearcat,” Starr
was one of the more interesting characters who ever
came out of the Old West.
During his 32 years in crime,
he claimed he had robbed
more banks than both the
James-Younger Gang and
the Doolin-Dalton Gang put
together. However, in all of
his life as a criminal he only
killed one man, a U.S. Deputy Marshall who was about
to arrest him.
Henry Starr was born
near Fort Gibson, Indian
Territory, (present day Oklahoma) on December 2, 1873.
He was part Cherokee and
was related by marriage
to Belle Starr, the “bandit
queen.” His father died at an
early age and his mother remarried a man named C. N.
Walker. Henry hated his new
stepfather and he left home

at an early age.
Henry’s first run-in with
the law came at the age of
16. He was driving a wagon
to town one day when two
deputy marshals caught him
with whiskey and arrested

Montana Vigilantes Lynch
Pardoned Killer

T

James Daniels swings from
the hangman’s tree

March 20, 2019

he tradition of vigilante justice in Montana
began in the 1860s in
what was then a remote part
of the eastern Idaho Territory. At this point in history
the territorial courts had very
little power in the remote
mining camps of what would
eventually become western
Montana. Vigilantes in Montana first came into existence
to bring order to what was
becoming a lawless community. The Montana Vigilantes
have been both celebrated
and condemned throughout
history. Some believe that

they hung innocent people
to further their own personal
interests while others believe
that they were normal people
standing up to the entirely
unchecked criminal element
of their society. Estimates
vary, but it is believed that
between the years 1863 and
1865 anywhere from 15 to
35 people were killed due to
the actions of the vigilantes.
In Helena, on November 29, 1865, a drifter named
James B. Daniels stabbed
and killed another man,
(See Vigilantes on Page 6)

him for “introducing spirits
into the territory.” He went
to court and pled guilty to
the offense, although he always maintained that he was
innocent because he had borrowed the wagon and didn’t
know the whiskey was in it.
His next brush with the
law came when he was ar-

rested for horse theft, another charge he denied, and was
thrown in jail at Fort Smith,
Arkansas. His cousin paid
his bail, and Henry decided
that he wasn’t going to stick
around to find out how things
turned out.
There was no turning
back for Henry now. He
joined up with outlaws Ed
Newcome and Jesse Jackson
and went on a tear, robbing
stores and railroad depots.
Soon, the law was after him.
U.S. Deputy Marshals
Henry C. Dickey and Floyd
Wilson were hot on Starr’s
trail and caught up with him
on a dusty street in Lenapah,
I.T., on December 13, 1892.
Wilson leveled his Winchester at Henry and shouted: “Hold up! I have a warrant for you!”
“You hold up,” retorted
Starr, holding his own Winchester. Wilson fired once,
missed, and then his rifle
jammed. Starr moved ahead,
firing rapidly, and Wilson
went down. The wounded
(See Bank Robber on Page 4)

Duel at the
Tunnel Saloon

O

n May 31, 1888,
the most famous
gunfight in the history of Florence, Arizona,
took place between Sheriff Pete Gabriel and his
longtime deputy, Joe Phy.
The following account of
the affair is reprinted from
When the West Was Young
by Frederick Ritchie Bechdolt, published in 1922:
Here pass those who
died boldly in the glaring

lands by the Arizona border. A multitude of sunburned men with revolvers
swinging low beside their
hips and in their hands the
deadly Winchesters. One
comes among them, rugged of frame, big-featured,
red from weather and the
fullness of his blood. There
is, in the poise of his head
and in his eyes, a fierce intolerance. This is Joe Phy.
(See Florence on Page 8)
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Jesus, gentle Shepherd,
Bless Thy lamb to-day;
Keep me in Thy footsteps,
Never let me stray.
Guard me through the daytime.
Every hour, I pray;
Keep my feet from straying
From the narrow way. Amen.

Captain’s Bar Presents
ARIZONA TRIVIA
This Week’s Question: In 1974, two cave explorers in
Arizona’s Whetstone Mountains felt air coming out of a
crack in the ground and crawled inside.
What is the name of the cave system they discovered?
(16 Letters)
Last Issue’s Question: What famous Rough Rider is honored
by a bronze statue in front of the Prescott courthouse?
Answer: Bucky O’Neill
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Arizona - Web of Time

Jim Harvey
The Arizona Trail
Flagstaff’s Coconino
County courthouse, which
still stands today, was built
in 1895 of red sandstone deposited between 237 million
and 242 million years ago.
The stone was from a quarry a mile east of the building site. Six years earlier,
five hundred railroad freight
cars filled with stone from
the same quarry were sent
to California to construct a
courthouse in Los Angeles.

The cook for a group
of American mountain men
on an 1829 exploration of
Arizona was 20-year-old
Kit Carson, later famous in
Western legend and dime
novels as a scout and Indian
fighter. Venison, bear and
pronghorn antelope were
the staples of his menu.
Before the railroad
came to Arizona, supplies
were hauled in wagons

pulled by oxen, horses and
mules. And the teamsters
who drove the wagons in
the 1860s and 1870s knew
how to keep from going
hungry by fishing for chickens. Near a house or ranch
when nobody was looking,
a teamster bored a hole in a
kernel of dry corn and tied it
to the end of his long whip.
That was his bait, which he
cast like a fisherman casting a fly. He waited until a
hen or rooster picked up the
corn and swallowed it, end
of the whip and all. Then he
pulled in the chicken like
a trout and made plans for
supper.

Congratulations! You got the right answer!
Leo Achin, Keith Adams, Jim Case, Sid Clarke, Doyle Ekey,
Jeanne Finch, Kevin Gartley, Yvonne Harris, Roger Kvammie,
Robert Lidgett, Paloma Miranda, Patricia Miranda, Bill Riordan,
William Smith, Nancy Swanson, Richard Valley.

How to Play
Letters are hidden in the advertisements. Find the letters to spell the answer. Submit your answer with your name, address & phone number on a
postcard for the current issue’s question to Territorial Publishing, P.O. Box
1690, Apache Junction, AZ 85217. Look for the answer in the next issue.
To have your name listed in the next issue, cards must be received no later
than 10 days past the current issue of the Territorial News. For example:
submitted answers to the 3/20/19 question, deadline is 3/30/19. Limit one
postcard per household per issue. Must be at least 18 years old. Remember
to put your name on your entry!

Members of the 1885
Ash Fork vigilante committee claimed they’d frightened all the murderers, bunco artists, tin horn gamblers,
loafers and worthless characters out of town.
There were nine brothels at Williams south of the
Grand Canyon in 1900 when
the town’s population was
only 1,000. Respectable residents who preferred to look
the other way called them
female boarding houses.
A 1910 cowboy’s idea
of a good time when he galloped into Payson was to tie
bright ribbons to his hat and
his horse’s tail and ride hell
for leather down the street
so the ribbons streamed out
behind.
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The German Sisters

Captured and Held Captive By the Cheyenne

D

uring the Civil
War, John German fought for the
Confederacy and was taken
prisoner. He returned to his
home in Fannin County,
Georgia, in 1865 to find
his farm devastated and
decided to make a new
life for he and his wife
Lydia and their seven
children.
Encouraged by a
letter from a friend, the
family set out for Colorado on April 10, 1870.
Eventually they made
it to Howell County,
Missouri, where they
stayed among relatives
for over two years before moving on. In Elgin County, Kansas,
German and his eighteen-year-old son, Stephen,
plowed fields for pay on the
Osage Indian Reservation
for ten months before moving on. In August 1874 the
family reached Ellis City,
where they were advised to
take the stage route up the

Smoky Hill River to Fort
Wallace, since water was
more readily available that
way.
On September 10 the
Germans camped on the

Addie and Julia German

trail a day’s journey from
the fort. The next morning
as they were breaking camp
they were attacked by a
war party of Cheyennes led
by Chief Medicine Water,
one of many bands under
the Cheyenne chief Stone

Calf. John and Lydia German, their son Stephen, and
daughters Rebecca Jane
and Joanna were killed
and scalped. The Indians
then took any goods they
deemed usable and set
the wagon afire. Captured and eventually
taken into the Texas
Panhandle were Catherine, age seventeen;
Sophia, twelve; Julia,
seven; and Adelaide,
five. The Germans were
victims of the Cheyennes’ retaliation for
their losses at the second battle of Adobe
Walls on June 27.
After a scouting
party from Fort Wallace
came upon the scene of
the massacre a few days
later, the military campaigns
against hostile Indians in the
Panhandle were intensified.
In the meantime, the German girls were subjected
to exposure, malnutrition,
(See Captives on Page 10)
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Henry Starr
1905. Later, after marrying, a
grateful Starr named his first
child Theodore Roosevelt
(From Page 1)
Starr.
Henry behaved himself
marshal pulled his revolvuntil 1908, when Oklahoma
er, but Starr shot him twice
became a state. Fearing exmore and then walked up and
tradition to Arkansas for an
put another into his heart to
earlier bank robbery, he took
finish the job. Starr jumped
to the hills and fell in with
onto the dead man’s horse
his old partners.
and rode away.
On March 13, 1908,
Now Starr’s gang became bolder. They started guilty to manslaughter and Starr and his gang crossed
robbing banks, stores, and was sentenced to 25 years in the Kansas border and
robbed the bank at Tyro,
even a train. The law caught prison.
up with him in Colorado
In 1903, Starr’s mother, Kansas. With the law hot
and he was transported to with help from the Cherokee on their tracks, they headed
Ft. Smith, where Judge tribal government, made an west. Their next job was
Isaac Parker sentenced him appeal to President Theodore the bank in Amity, Coloto death for the murder of Roosevelt. Testimonials and rado. From there Starr fled
Floyd Wilson. After repeat- a reminder that a Starr rela- to Arizona, where he was
ed appeals to higher courts, tive had been a member of captured and returned to
the previous conviction was the Rough Riders resulted Colorado to stand trial.
In November of 1909,
thrown out and Starr pled in a presidential pardon in
Henry pled guilty to robbing the Amity bank and
was sentenced to 7-25 years
in the Canon City, Colorado,
Arizona			
9,658
prison. During his stay at
California			
560,247
Canon City, Henry worked
Colorado			
39,864
as a trustee, studied law in
Dakota Territory		
14,000
the prison library, and wrote
Idaho				
15,000
his autobiography, Thrilling
Iowa				
1,194,000
Events, Life of Henry Starr.
Kansas				
364,000
On September 24, 1913, he
Minnesota			
440,000
was paroled by the governor
Missouri			
1,721,000
and free again.
Montana			
20,595
After being divorced
Nebraska			
123,000
by
his
wife, Starr robbed 14
Nevada			
42,000
banks from September 1914
New Mexico		
91,874
to January 1915. One of the
Oregon			
91,000
Texas				
818,579
(See Bank Robber on Page 15)
Bank Robber

1860 Census
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Montana Lynching
Vigilantes
(From Page 1)
Andrew Gartley, during
a drunken brawl in a saloon. Daniels was arrested
by a deputy United States
marshal and the vigilantes
stood back waiting to see
how Justice Lyman Munson would handle the case.
At trial a month later, after a change of venue to

Virginia City, Daniels was
convicted of manslaughter, sentenced to three
years in jail, and fined one
thousand dollars. Though
fairly lenient, the punishment satisfied the vigilantes, who generally cared
more about crimes against
property—especially their
own—than the inevitable
fights of young men in bars.
Some of Daniels’s friends,
however, thought he had

Tombstone’s Most
Dangerous Address

Allen and 5th Streets, c. 1880

The intersection of Tombstone’s Fifth and Allen
Streets (shown above) saw an inordinate amount of violence in 1880 through 1882. Numerous shooting battles
erupted within spitting distance of this notorious corner.
Here’s a few:
• Doc Holliday shot it out with Milt Joyce in the Oriental
Saloon on October 11, 1880.
• Curly Bill Brocius shot Tombstone Marshal Fred White
just down the street on October 28, 1880. (The shooting
at the moon incident, which began this deadly encounter,
happened as Curly Bill and others ran through this intersection firing their pistols.)
• Virgil Earp was shot in the back while crossing here on
December 28, 1881.
• Billy the Kid Claiborne was shot down on November
14, 1882, very close to where Charley Storms fell.
Several others died of knife wounds while near this intersection, and one poor sap in Corrigan’s (just west of the
Crystal Palace) died for having on a “loud” shirt.

acted in self-defense and
petitioned acting governor
Thomas Meagher for a pardon, setting the stage for a
terrible fiasco.
Meagher signed the reprieve for Daniels and ordered him released immediately. His stated reason
was a belief that the victim
had instigated the fight, but
some believed Meagher
was moved by empathy for
a fellow Irishman, or for
the thirty-two men, mostly
Irish and Democrats, who
signed the pardon petition.
A newspaper editor suggested the governor might
have been misled by “evil
counselors.” Justice Munson insisted in later years
that Meagher had acted on
drunken impulse or, as he
put it, “while under the influence of an unfortunate
habit.” Whatever his motive, the fact was Meagher
had grossly exceeded his
authority. Under territorial law, he had the right to
suspend the death penalty
in capital cases and refer
appeals to the president of
the United States. But he
had no power to lift a sentence or release a prisoner.
Hastening to the capital at Virginia City, Justice Munson confronted
Meagher and found him
“still in his debauch,” refusing to rescind his decision. Munson ordered
the prisoner re-arrested.
But by then Daniels was
headed back to Helena,
where he had threatened
to get even with the men
who testified against him.
A few days after he arrived, on March 2, 1866,
(See Vigilantes on Page 18)
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Deadwood,
South Dakota

A

s early as the 1830s,
Indian
stories
about gold brought
prospectors to South Dakota’s Black Hills. The
Sioux, however, considered
the region holy ground and
small groups of prospectors
were in constant danger of
attack.
In 1868, the Black Hills
area was ceded by treaty to
the Sioux, barring white
settlement
permanently.
Six years later, Lieutenant
George Armstrong Custer
and his 7th Cavalry arrived
to locate a site for a fort,
and two men accompanying
the expedition discovered
“gold in paying quantities.”
Prospectors immediately
swarmed into the area, triggering a war that would end
with the final subjugation
of the Sioux.
In August of 1875,
seven prospectors set up
a camp on Deadwood
Creek near the future site
of Deadwood, but moved
their camp a few days later after coming up empty.
In November, prospector
Frank Bryant returned and
found gold just east of the
log cabin his party had built
a few months earlier. When
news of the strike spread,
thousands of claims were
staked out along Whitewood, Deadwood, Gold
Run, Blacktail, and other
area creeks.
A tent city quickly went
up along Deadwood Gulch.
The first building to go up
was V.C. Gardner’s grocery
store. Throughout 1876,
one structure after another
was erected on the floor of
the narrow gulch. Eventually, there were more saloons
and dance halls than stores.
By the time the Grand Central Hotel was finished, a
telegraph line had been
strung to the outside world
and upward of 20,000 men
surged into the area.
Prospectors panned for
gold and ran sluice boxes
along Deadwood Creek
and other nearby streams.
The muddy main street
was filled with men and
horses, mule-and ox-drawn
wagons, and huge piles of
lumber for the frenzy of
construction projects. The

Deadwood in 1876

Chinese laundries, restau- Chinatown.
rants, and import shops in
Wild Bill Hickok was
the lower end of the gulch
soon came to be known as
(See Dakota on Page 17)
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Duel at the Tunnel Saloon
Florence

I entered what I ate today into my new fitness app
and it just sent an ambulance to my house.

briel rode together through him until he could stand it
the country on many a bold no longer and one night he
(From Page 1)
errand; they shared their hunted the town over unblankets and the hardships til he found the sheriff in
More than forty years have of dry camps; they fought Keating’s Saloon.
passed since they buried beside each other while
“Pete,” he said, “I’m
him in the little boot-hill at the bullets of wanted men going home after my sixFlorence, Arizona. To-day snarled, ricocheting from shooter and I’m coming
the town is
the
rocks back to fight it out with
as convenabout them. you. Get ready while I’m
tional
as
T h e n gone.”
any
Eastpolitics
And Gabriel answered
ern village,
brought a quietly, “All right, Joe. I’ll
but it saw a
rift in their be here when you come
time when
f r i e n d s h i p back.”
men lived
and the day
The swinging doors
up to the
came when closed behind Phy’s back
rude clean
the deputy and the sheriff turned to the
code of our
ran for of- man behind the bar.
American
fice against
“Call ‘em up,” he said.
age of chivhis former “This is on me.”
alry. During
chief. The
He ordered whisky and
that era Joe
c a m p a i g n those who lined up beside
Phy met his
was made him kept looking toward the
end with a
bitter by ac- street entrance; but he regrimness
c u s a t i o n s . mained with his back to the
befitting a
There was, swinging doors. The minJoe Phy
son of the
men said, utes passed; the doors flew
Old West.
a court-house ring; the big open. Within the threshold
Florence was the coun- companies were dodging Joe Phy halted.
ty-seat and Pete Gabriel was taxes, the small ranchers
“Commence!”
he
sheriff. He was a handsome were getting
shouted and
man with his twisted mus- the worst of
flung
an
tache and Napoleon goatee, it. Election
oath after
free-handed with his mon- came
and
the word.
ey, widely liked. Moreover the rancor of
P e t e
he was a wonderful shot the reformGabriel
with his rifle and deadly ers
grew
turned, and
quick with a single-action hotter when
his revolver
revolver. Among the gun- the
count
flew from
fighters of southern Arizo- showed that
its holster
na none was better known Gabriel had
spitting
than he, and Joe Phy was won. Many
fire. Phy’s
his deputy.
openly proforty-five
The county of Pinal claimed that
ejected
a
extended from the glaring the courtthin stream
flats below the Gila north- house crowd
of orange
Sheriff Pete Gabriel
ward beyond the Supersti- had juggled
f l a m e .
tion Mountains, a savage with the ballots, and Phy The voices of the weapland where the sun was was among these. When a ons mingled in one loud
killing hot in summer-time, contest was instituted and explosion. The two men
where forests of giant cacti the result of the election took a pace toward each
stretched for miles like the was carried to the courts, other and the smoke
pine woods that cloaked the he grew to hate Gabriel.
(See Florence on Page 16)
higher plateaus. Phy and Ga- The hatred flamed within
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John Wayne
Quintessential Movie Cowboy

J

ohn Wayne starred in
many a western movie
and came to epitomize
the toughness, bravery, and
basic goodness of the cowboy of the American West.
Born Marion Michael
Morrison, in Winterset,
Iowa, on May 26, 1907,
Wayne’s family moved to
Glendale, California, when
he was six years old. As a
teen, he rose at four in the
morning to deliver newspapers, and after school he
played football and made
deliveries for local stores.
When he graduated from
high school, he hoped
to attend the U.S. Naval
Academy. The school rejected him and he accepted
a full scholarship to play
football at the University
of Southern California in
Los Angeles.
In the summer of
1926, Wayne’s football
coach found him a job as
an assistant prop man on
the set of a movie directed
by John Ford. Ford started
to use Wayne as an extra,
and he eventually began to
trust him with some larger
roles. In 1930, Ford recommended Wayne for Fox’s
epic Western The Big Trail.
Wayne won the part, but
the movie did poorly, and
Fox let his contract lapse.
During the next decade, Wayne worked tirelessly in countless lowbudget western films,
sharpening his talents and
developing a distinct persona for his cowboy characters. Finally, Ford gave
Wayne his big break, casting him in his 1939 western, Stagecoach. Wayne
played the role of Ringo
Kid, and he imbued the
character with the essential traits that would mark
nearly all of his subsequent screen roles: a tough
and clear-eyed honesty,
unquestioning valor, and
a laconic, almost plodding
manner.
After
Stagecoach,
Wayne’s career took off.
Among the dozens of Westerns he appeared in—many
of them directed by Ford—
were memorable classics like
Tall in the Saddle (1944),
(See Legend on Page 20)
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The German Sisters
camp north of McClellan Creek, about ten miles
south of the site of present(From Page 3)
day Pampa. On the mornand occasional maltreat- ing of November 8, Lt.
ment, particularly
by Medicine Water’s
obnoxious
wife, Mochi (Buffalo Calf Woman)
as their captors
traveled southward.
Eventually Julia and
Addie were traded
to another band
led by Grey Beard,
who for the most
part neglected them.
Grey Beard steered
his followers down
the east side of the
Llano
Estacado,
while Medicine Water joined with other
groups and moved
down the west side,
Catherine German
probably crossing at
several points into eastern Frank D. Baldwin’s column
charged the Indian encampNew Mexico.
By November 1874 ment. So complete was the
Grey Beard had set up surprise that the Cheyennes
Captives

My job is secure. No one else wants it.

abandoned the village and
left most of their property
intact. Riding through the
deserted camp, William
(Billy) Dixon and other
army scouts noticed
movement in a pile
of buffalo hides;
they were astonished to find Julia
and Addie German,
both emaciated and
near starvation.
At the main
supply camp on the
Washita River Col.
Nelson A. Miles
placed Julia and
Addie in the care
of an army surgeon,
who took them to
Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas. In January Miles and Col.
Thomas H. Neill
sent out friendly Kiowas as messengers
to find the Cheyennes and
induce them to surrender.
(See Captives on Page 20)
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The Sand Creek
Massacre

B

y the terms of the
1851 Treaty of Fort
Laramie
between
the United States and seven
Indian nations, including the
Cheyenne and Arapaho, the
United States recognized
that the Cheyenne
and Arapaho held
a vast territory
encompassing the
lands
between
the North Platte
River and Arkansas River and
eastward from the
Rocky Mountains
to western Kansas.
This area included presentday southeastern Wyoming,
southwestern
Nebraska,
most of eastern Colorado,
and the westernmost portions of Kansas.
In November 1858,
however, the discovery of
gold in the Rocky Mountains
in Colorado, then part of the
Kansas Territory, brought on
the Pikes Peak Gold Rush.
There was a flood of European-American migrants

across Cheyenne and Arapaho lands. Territorial officials
pressured federal authorities
to redefine the extent of Indian lands in the territory,
and in the fall of 1860, A.B.
Greenwood, Commissioner

of Indian Affairs, arrived at
Bent’s New Fort along the
Arkansas River to negotiate
a new treaty.
On February 18, 1861,
six chiefs of the Southern
Cheyenne and four of the
Arapaho signed the Treaty
of Fort Wise with the United
States, in which they ceded
most of the lands designated
to them by the Fort Laramie treaty. The Cheyenne
chiefs included Black Kettle,

White Antelope, Lean Bear,
Little Wolf, and Tall Bear;
the Arapaho chiefs included
Little Raven, Storm, ShaveHead, Big Mouth and Left
Hand.
The new reserve, less
than
one-thirteenth the size of
the 1851 reserve,
was located in
eastern
Colorado between the
Arkansas River
and Sand Creek.
Some bands of
Cheyenne,
including the Dog
Soldiers, a militaristic band
of Cheyenne and Lakota that
had evolved beginning in
the 1830s, were angry at the
chiefs who had signed the
treaty. They disavowed the
treaty and refused to abide
by its constraints. They continued to live and hunt in the
bison-rich lands of eastern
Colorado and western Kansas, becoming increasingly

S

(See Attack on Page 18)
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George W. P. Hunt
Arizona’s First State Governor

M

any of George
W. P. Hunt’s political opponents
sneered at him because of
his limited education, his
beginnings as a menial laborer, and his unpolished
speech. But the people loved
him. They elected him to
the Territorial Legislature,
honored him with the presidency of the Arizona Constitutional Convention, and
made him the easy winner
in the 1911 election for Arizona’s first state governor.
They kept re-electing him
their governor seven times,
a national record.
George Wylie Paul
Hunt was born at Huntsville, Missouri, November
1, 1859. After less than eight
years of schooling, he went
west to seek his fortune.

E

N

He prospected in Colorado
for a time and then came
to Globe, Arizona, in 1818,
virtually penniless. Hunt
waited tables, did common
labor in the mines, drove a

delivery truck, and clerked
in the Old Dominion Commercial Company store
in Globe. By 1900 he had
moved up to president of

the company. Meanwhile,
he was elected as Globe’s
first mayor, and then as a
member of the Territorial
Legislature. In 1905-09 he
served as president of the
Council, or upper house,
of the Legislature. He was
president of the Constitutional Convention that hammered out the document for
governing the new state.
A Democrat with populist leanings, he helped
make the constitution one of
the most liberal in America,
with provisions for popular
initiative and referendum,
and recall of judges. Arizona’s first governor shunned
a carriage for his inauguration ride, and walked a mile
to the Capitol on February
14, 1912, his way of saying
he was a man of the people.
Hunt’s early terms were devoted primarily to placing
the new state government
on a firm foundation. Later
he battled for abolishment
of capital punishment and
for Arizona’s share of Colorado River water.
The portly, mustached
“Old Roman” was a master
politician who rewarded his
friends and blasted his enemies. But Arizona’s welfare was his constant goal.
Defeated at last for governor, he was appointed minister to Siam by President
Woodrow Wilson in 1920.
He returned to run again
for governor and to win,
completing his seventh and
final term in early 1933.
On Christmas Eve, 1934,
he died. Governor Hunt
and his wife Helen are buried under a white pyramid
shaped monument in Papago Park in Phoenix.
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Homesteading Women

A

ll through the history of the West,
a steady flow of
emigrant farmers poured
into the vast grass-covered
plains between the Mississippi and the Rockies.
Thousands of women left
their homes, families, and
friends in the East to cross
the Great Plains with their
husbands in search of new
lands and new opportunities.
Most women who tramped
the western trails ended up
in isolated stretches of unsettled prairie or on remote
farm lands in Oregon and
California with little more
than their land claim and a
few household items.
From the early 1840s,
when the Oregon Trail
opened for emigrant travel,
until 1869, when it was replaced by the railroad, about
350,000 people journeyed
west. Since a majority were
families, a large percentage
of these homesteaders were
women.
Life was never easy
for a homesteading woman.
While her husband built
their home, hunted for food,
or broke ground for planting, she served as the housekeeper, cook, doctor, and
all-around handy-person. In
most cases, she was miles
from the nearest settlement,
so she had to perform her duties with only the equipment
and supplies that she had the
foresight to bring with her.
Sometimes, she had to undertake the grueling chores
traditionally reserved for
men, including plowing,
hauling, and planting.
Prairie homesteaders
often made their homes from
the very earth they owned
because building materials
on the plains were scarce.
They hacked through the
prairie to chop out bricks of
sod to build the walls of their
“soddies,” using the bare
ground for flooring. Roofs
were also made of sod, unless a family was fortunate
enough to find some willow
branches or rushes to use
instead. For the homesteading woman, keeping a soddie clean was nearly impossible. A rain shower could
result in mud pouring down
the walls, while dust storms
or heavy winds left a layer
of dust on every surface. If
the lifestyle wasn’t grueling
enough, then nature often

worked against the homesteading woman and her
family. Insects, storms, hard
winters, and extremes of
temperature made farming
or ranching a difficult way
to make a living.
The isolation of the existence seemed particularly
difficult for women. As the

wife was sometimes the only
adult woman on the homestead, women suffered from
the absence of female companionship. The husband
could hire a male laborer or
hire himself out to a fellow
homesteader, thereby expanding his social circle, but
women were left with the
occasional quilting bee, corn
husking, or house raising to
meet and greet other adult
women.
Regardless of the many
trials and tribulations presented to the homesteading
woman, she endured. The
“winning of the West” was,
in many ways, as much the
result of the resolution and
tenacity of the women as it
was the drive and determination of the men.
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Kyle Busch Wins TicketGaurdian
500 At Phoenix ISM Raceway To
Complete Weekend Sweep
By Ralph Henderson

I’m old enough to remember when emojis
were called “hieroglyphics.”

Sweeping both the
Xfinity iK9 Service Dog
200 and the weekend’s featured TicketGuardian 500
NASCAR Cup race at ISM
Raceway, Busch got his
11th Xfinity series win and
his second NASCAR Cup
Series win in a row at the
newly remodeled raceway.
Sunday’s race was the second win in a row at the new
raceway for Busch, who
won last November’s Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series Can-Am 500. This
was also Busch’s 15th National Series win at the onemile oval.
NASCAR will return to

Kyle Busch celebrates in Victory Lane

Phoenix ISM Raceway November 8, 9 & 10 for NASCAR’s Monster Energy
semifinal weekend as well as
the year-end semifinals for
NASCAR Truck, and Xfinity
cars. The weekend will also

feature the championship
race for the K&N Pro Series
West. Tickets and infield access for all days are on sale
now and available online
at ISMraceway.com or by
phone at 866 408 7223.

A

(Above)
Kyle Busch wins the
Xfinity iK9
Service Dog 200
(Upper right)
For Kyle Bush,
it’s a family thing

(At right)
#48 seven-time
NASCAR champion
Jimmy Johnson makes
his final pitstop

Photos by Ralph Henderson
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Henry Starr
Bank Robber
(From Page 4)
robbery victims was able
to identify a picture of the
bandit and a $1000 reward
was put on Starr’s head.
The reward was payable
“Dead or Alive.”
On March 27, 1915
Starr led six other men in
a daring simultaneous robbery of two banks in the
town of Stroud, Oklahoma.
The double hold-up began
at 9:00 a.m., and within
minutes the bandits were
moving down the street
with their booty, protected
by human shields. Starr
shot at a citizen carrying
a shotgun, but a teenager
named Paul Curry pulled
his rifle and opened fire on
the outlaws. Starr was hit
in the left leg and another
bandit was hit in the neck.
Both survived and were arrested. The rest of the gang
escaped with $5,815.
Once again Henry
found himself in jail. On
August 2, 1915, Henry entered a plea of guilty in the
Stroud robbery, and was
sentenced to 25 years in
the Oklahoma State Penitentiary. Once again, he
was a model prisoner and
on March 15, 1919, he was
paroled and released.
Upon his release from
prison, Henry moved to
Tulsa, where friends urged
him to enter the motion
picture industry. Henry
tracked down Paul Curry
and produced and starred
in a silent movie about the
double bank robbery in
Stroud, Oklahoma, called
A Debtor to the Law. The
movie was an immediate
success. For his part Henry
was alleged to have netted
$15,000. He got an offer
from a Hollywood studio
to do a movie out there, but
turned it down. It was during his time in the movie
business that Henry met
and married his second
wife, Hulda. They were
married on February 22,
1920, and moved to Claremore, Oklahoma. Mounting debt, however, compelled Henry to resume his
former occupation.
On Friday morning,
February 18, 1921, Henry

and three companions in a
high-powered touring car
drove into Harrison, Arkansas. They entered the
People’s National Bank
and robbed it of $6,000.
While the bandits made
their escape, the former
president of the bank,
still a major stockholder,
grabbed a shotgun that
he kept in the vault and
blasted away. Starr was
mortally wounded, but his
accomplices managed to
escape. Paralyzed by his
wounds, Starr died four
days later on February 22,
1921. His wife Hulda, his
mother, and his son were at

his side.
Henry Starr died violently, but true to the code
of the outlaws, he never
revealed a single partner in
any of his crimes. He never
shot anyone in the commission of a crime, and
served his time in jail like
a man. He had succeeded
where others had failed by
robbing two banks at once,
and by robbing more banks
than any other.
Proud of his record,
he boasted to his doctors
in Harrison the day before
he died: “I’ve robbed more
banks than any man in
America.”
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Golden Spike Marks
Completion of Railroad
he Golden Spike,
symbolic of the final link in the transcontinental railroad, was
driven on May 10, 1869, at
Promontory Point, Utah, 53
miles northwest of Ogden.
A huge celebration
erupted around the joining
of the rails of the Union
Pacific and the Central
Pacific, the completion of
the first transcontinental
railroad. The Union Pacific had constructed 1,086
miles of track starting near
Council Bluffs, and the
Central Pacific had built

T

K

690 miles of track from
Sacramento.
The ceremony was
originally to be held on
May 8, 1869 (the date actually engraved on the
spike), but it was postponed two days because
of bad weather and a labor
dispute that delayed the arrival of the Union Pacific
side of the rail line. Finally, on May 10, the Central
Pacific’s Jupiter 90 and the
Union Pacific’s 119 locomotives faced each other
as the spike was laid in a
predrilled hole by Califor-

Duel at the
Tunnel Saloon
Florence
(From Page 8)

C

grew thicker as they shot
again in unison. They
came on, slowly, pulling
the triggers until the room
was filled with the black
powder fumes. Then Pete
Gabriel stood swaying
within arm’s length of Joe
Phy’s prostrate form. And
as he struggled against the
mortal weakness which
was now creeping through
his lead-riddled body the
man on the floor whispered, “I cain’t get up. Get
down. We’ll finish it with
knives.”
“I guess we’ve both of
us got enough,” the sheriff
muttered, and staggered
out through the door, to lie
all night in a near-by corral
and live for two years after
ward with a bullet through

his kidneys.
Joe Phy died hard on
the saloon floor. Those in
the room gathered about
him, and Johnny Murphy
strove to lift his head that
they might give him a sip
of water. A year before he
and two others had slain
Joe Levy, a faro-dealer in
Tucson, and they had done
it foully from behind.
Since that time men had
avoided him, speaking to
him only when it was absolutely necessary, and
his hair had turned snowwhite. Joe Phy opened his
eyes and recognized his
would-be helper.
“Don t you dare lay
a hand on me,” he cried,
“you murderer!” and
struck Murphy full in the
face. His hand fell limply
back. The breath had departed from his body with
that blow.

nia governor Leland Stanford. Stanford missed on
his first attempt to strike
the spike. After other failed
attempts, and the hootings
and catcalls of the workers attending the event, the
spike was eventually driven by Grenville Dodge of
the Union Pacific at 3:47
p.m. Eastern Time.
In celebration of the
driving of the Golden
Spike, the Liberty Bell was
rung in Philadelphia and
7,000 Mormons celebrated
at their Tabernacle. San
Francisco offered a 220cannon salute.
The text of the telegram from Promontory
Point read:
The last rail is laid.
The last spike is driven.
The Pacific railroad is finished.
The golden spike
used in the ceremony was
made by Schultz, Fisher
and Mohrig of San Francisco; it was cast from $20
gold pieces and weighed
18 ounces, was six-inches
long and had a gold nugget
fixed to its head. On it is
this inscription:
The Last Spike
As this railroad unites
the two great oceans of the
world. May God continue
the unity of our country.
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Deadwood, South Dakota
Dakota
(From Page 7)
the most famous of a stream
of frontier notables who
gravitated to the West’s
newest boomtown. Wild
Bill and two friends set up
a tent, the most
common
accommodation,
and Hickok was
soon invited to
make Number
10 Saloon his
gambling headquarters. Wyatt
and
Morgan
Earp
turned
up, as did Calamity
Jane
and a young Texas cowboy
named Sam Bass.
Bass and Joel Collins
drove a cattle herd to Deadwood, operated a freight
line and a saloon for a time,
and then went broke on a
mining venture. The two
men thereupon enlisted
several eager desperadoes
and systematically robbed
seven stagecoaches before
leaving the Black Hills to

continue their criminal activities in Texas.
In addition to robberies and claim-jumping,
there were numerous shootouts. In one such episode,
Turkey Creek Jack Johnson quarreled with his two
mining partners in a Dead-

Deadwood in 1888

wood saloon. The three
men marched out to the
cemetery, followed by a
large crowd of spectators.
At a considerable distance
the two partners opened
fire and grazed Johnson,
who coolly shot them dead.
Johnson paid for the burials, but the graves had to
be blasted out of the frozen
ground with dynamite.
Deadwood’s
first

newspaper, the Black Hills
Pioneer, ran the following
editorial on July 13, 1878:
“Anyone who has been here
for a space of a week and
has witnessed the shootings, robbings, and brawls
that enliven our nights and
interrupt our days must realize that it is
high time that
some form of
recognized law
be established
in Deadwood
City.”
A couple
of weeks later,
one of the most
infamous shootings in Western history occurred in the Number 10
Saloon when Jack McCall
murdered Wild Bill Hickok. The killer, who owed
Hickok $110 and who may
have been hired to assassinate the famous gunfighter,
caught Wild Bill off guard,
seated with his back to the
room.
After blasting Wild Bill
(See Dakota on Page 22)
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Sand Creek Massacre
As conflict between Indians and white settlers and
(From Page 11)
soldiers in Colorado continued, many of the Cheybelligerent over the tide of
enne and Arapaho, including
white migration across
bands under Cheyenne chiefs Black
their lands. Tensions
were high, particuKettle and White Antelope, were resigned
larly in the Smoky
to negotiate peace.
Hill River country of
The chiefs had sought
Kansas, along which
to maintain peace in
whites had opened a
spite of pressures from
new trail to the gold
whites. They were
fields.
Without any dectold to camp near Fort
Lyon on the eastern
laration of war, in
plains, and that their
April 1864 soldiers
people would be restarted attacking and
garded as friendly.
destroying a number
of Cheyenne camps,
Black Kettle, a
chief of a group of
the largest of which inJohn Chivington
cluded about 70 lodgaround 800 mostly
es, about 10% of the housing the soldiers to signal their Northern Cheyenne, reportcapacity of the entire Chey- peaceful intent, but were shot ed to Fort Lyon in an effort
enne nation. On May 16, down by Eayre’s troops. This to establish peace. After hav1864, a force under Lieuten- incident touched off a war of ing done so, he and his band,
ant George S. Eayre crossed retaliation by the Cheyenne along with some Arapaho
under Chief Niwot, camped
into Kansas and encountered in Kansas.
out at nearby Sand Creek,
less than 40 miles north. The
Dog Soldiers, who had been
responsible for many of the
Vigilantes
back in Helena “as if reraids on whites, were not part
turning to triumph over
of this encampment. Assured
(From Page 6)
those whose feelings he
by the U.S. Government’s
had outraged, and whose
promises of peace, Black
vigilantes seized him and lives he had threatened.”
Kettle sent most of his warhanged him with his par- But Nathaniel Langford,
riors to hunt, leaving only
don in his pocket.
one of the early vigilante
around 60 men, and women
The lynching of Dan- leaders, called the affair
and children in the village.
iels triggered an open an “irreparable error.”
Most of the men were too
debate about the pracThe debate continued
old or too young to hunt.
tice of vigilante justice for the next several years,
Black Kettle flew an Ameriin Montana. The lawyers with the people of Moncan flag over his lodge, since
involved in the case held tana treated to the specpreviously the officers had
an “indignation” meeting tacle of advocates and
said this would show he was
in Helena to vent their an- opponents of vigilantism
friendly and prevent attack
ger at the outcome, with arguing back and forth
by U.S. soldiers.
a large audience in atten- in newspaper articles and
Setting out from Fort
dance. A correspondent public notices. As auLyon, Colonel John Chivingcalling himself “Index” thorities stepped up enton and his 800 troops of the
wrote the Virginia City, forcement of the law and
First Colorado Cavalry, Third
Montana, Post in defense the courts became more
Colorado Cavalry and a comof the vigilantes, explain- legitimate, the vigilante
pany of First New Mexico
ing that they had reacted movement
eventually
to the sight of Daniels died out in Montana.
(See Attack on Page 21)
Attack

Cheyenne in their summer
buffalo-hunting camp at Big
Bushes near the Smoky Hill
River. Cheyenne chiefs Lean
Bear and Star approached

Montana Lynching
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Western Range Wars

T

he
great
cattle tle or sheep were run, was Johnson County cattle war
ranges of Texas, comparatively flat, well- was the result of such feelMontana, and Wyo- grassed and watered. In ing. In Lincoln County,
ming were the scenes of a short, it was as valuable as New Mexico, the intrusion
number of range wars and oil is to the present genera- of the Englishman John
family feuds. Some feuds tion. Fortunes were made Tunstall was not welcomed
by some, but his
were short-lived,
death was anothwhile
others
er incident in a
lasted for gensituation that had
erations until in
been building for
the end few of
some time. The
the participants
later involvement
were really sure
of Billy the Kid
what started it
in the Lincoln
all. The “blood
County war was
feud”
became
minor at the time.
almost a way
In later years his
of life to some
Masked men cut barbed wire fencing
part was glamorpeople who felt
in Custer County, Nebraska in 1885
ized in legend, an
obliged to carry
on the fight no matter what. in the rearing of beef and ingredient that aided the
The likes of John Wesley mutton. The benefits were legend builders in their efHardin, who joined in on not confined to the United forts to enhance his myth.
Arizona’s
Pleasant
the Sutton-Taylor feud, States. A number of Engclaimed it was because lish and Scottish compa- Valley war provided a
they were kin; but his love nies invested in the cattle backdrop of violence and
of violence may well have business, particularly in human misery that was to
Wyoming. Like the Ameri- inspire a number of ficbeen the real reason.
The cattle empires, cans involved, they bit- tional imitators. In fact, the
where cattle took prece- terly resented the intrusion war was the ideal scenario
dence over people, ac- of the “nesters” or “home- for favorite themes, especounted for plenty of steaders” whom they re- cially the eternal distrust
bloody conflicts. The land garded as interlopers or between cattle and sheep
on which vast herds of cat- “sod bustin’ rustlers.” The men.
C
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“Where do you want to go?” asked the conductor.
“To Hell,” said the cowboy.
“Well, give me $2.50 and get off at Dodge.”
— Conversation overheard in Newton, Kansas,
during the late 1800s, quoted
in Trail Driving Days, 1952
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John Wayne
1968 film, The Green Berets,
to express his support of the
war in Vietnam.
(From Page 9)
By the late 1960s, some
Red River (1948), Fort Americans had tired of
Apache (1948), She Wore Wayne and his simplistically
a Yellow Ribbon
(1949), Rio Bravo
(1959), and The
Man Who Shot
Liberty Valance
(1962). In all these
films, The Duke,
as he was known,
embodied
the
simple, and perhaps simplistic,
cowboy values of
decency, honesty,
and integrity.
Besides
Westerns, Wayne
also acted in war
films. It was a
small leap from
the valorous cowboy or cavalry soldier to the brave
WWII fighters of
films like Sands
of Iwo Jima (1949) and Fly- masculine and patriotic charing Leathernecks (1951). acters. Increasingly, westDeeply conservative in his ern movies were rejecting
politics, Wayne also used his the simple black-and-white
Legend

moral codes championed by
Wayne and replacing them
with a more complex and
tragic view of the American West. However, Wayne
proved more adaptable than
many expected.
In his Oscar-winning role in True
Grit (1969), he
began to escape
the narrow confines of his own
good-guy image.
His final film, The
Shootist (1976),
won over even
his most severe
critics. Wayne—
who was himself battling lung
cancer—played a
dying gunfighter
whose
moral
codes and principles no longer
fit in a changing
world.
Three years
later, Wayne died
of cancer. To this day, public
polls identify him as one of
the most popular actors of all
time.

The German Sisters
ter Stone Calf, Grey Beard,
Red Moon, and other chiefs
brought in their bands to
(From Page 10)
surrender at Brinton DarThe Kiowas located the lington’s agency. The siscamp of Stone Calf on a
tributary of the Pecos River
near the New Mexico border. When Stone Calf was
told that peace was dependent upon the safety of Catherine and Sophia German,
he had them moved into a
lodge next to his own. They
were released in March, afCaptives

Sophia German

ters pointed out to the officers the individuals who
had murdered their family
and those who had abused
them, including Medicine
Water and Mochi. These,
along with others singled
out for various crimes, were
placed in irons and sent to
Fort Marion, Florida, for
incarceration.
Catherine and Sophia
were subsequently reunited with Julia and Addie

at Fort Leavenworth, and
Col. Miles was designated
their guardian. Congress
set aside $10,000 from
Cheyenne annuities as an
endowment for the girls’
support and education. On
reaching the age of twentyone, each sister received
$2,500. They lived for a
time with Mr. and Mrs.
Patrick Corney in Seneca
County, Kansas. Julia and
Addie later graduated from
Sabetha, Kansas, high
school. Addie attended the
University of Kansas and
later married Frank Andrews, a farmer near Bern,
Kansas, and became the
mother of eleven children.
Catherine
married
Amos Swerdfeger and
lived in California where
she died in 1932. Sophia
married Albert Feldman
and spent most of her remaining life on a farm
south of Humboldt, Nebraska, where she died in
1947. Julia married first
Howard Reese, and then
Albert Brooks, and lived in
California where she died
in 1959 at the age of 92.
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Sand Creek Massacre
herd and fled up Sand Creek
or to a nearby Cheyenne
(From Page 18)
camp on the headwaters
of the Smokey Hill River.
Volunteers marched to Others, including trader
Black Kettle’s campsite. George Bent, fled upstream
On the morning of No- and dug holes in the sand
vember 29, 1864,
Chivington
ordered his troops to
attack. Two officers, Captain Silas
Soule and Lieutenant Joseph Cramer, commanding
companies D and
K, respectively,
of the First Colorado Cavalry, refused to follow
Chivington’s order and told their
men to hold fire.
Other
soldiers
in Chivington’s
force, however,
immediately attacked the village.
Disregarding the
American
flag,
Black Kettle
and a white flag
that was run up shortly af- beneath the banks of the
ter the soldiers commenced stream. They were pursued
firing, Chivington’s sol- by the troops and fired on,
diers massacred many of its but many survived. Cheyinhabitants.
enne warrior Morning Star
Some of the Indians said that most of the Indian
cut horses from the camp’s dead were killed by cannon
Attack

fire, especially those firing
from the south bank of the
river at the people retreating up the creek.
Before Chivington and
his men left the area, they
plundered the tipis and took
the horses. After
the smoke cleared,
Chivington’s men
came back and
killed many of
the
wounded.
They also scalped
many of the dead,
regardless
of
whether they were
women,
children, or infants.
Chivington and
his men dressed
their
weapons,
hats and gear
with scalps and
other body parts,
including human
fetuses.
They
also later publicly
displayed these
battle trophies in
Denver’s Apollo
Theater and area saloons.
Although initial reports indicated ten solders killed and 38 wounded, the final tally was
(See Attack on Page 23)
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Deadwood,
South Dakota
Call was asked, “Why didn’t
you go around in front of
Wild Bill and shoot him like
(From Page 17)
a man?” McCall frankly rewith the only good cartridge plied, “I didn’t want to comin his .45 (all the other rounds mit suicide.”
A devastating fire scourged
Deadwood in 1879
and there was a
roaring flood four
years later. But
the
enormous Homestake Mine
(the largest
gold mine
in the Western Hemisphere),
along with
Wild Bill Hickok
other mines,
continued
rich producproved defective), McCall
was captured, tried, and ac- tion, and Deadwood
quitted. But no legal system was rebuilt again and
existed in Deadwood and again.
The town remained
McCall was retried before
lively
for years. In 1897, for
the federal court in Yankton.
Convicted and sentenced to example, Wild Bunch outhang on March 1, 1877, Mc- law Harvey Logan and two
Dakota
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accomplices escaped from
the Deadwood jail, and on
June 12 of that year, the last
legal hanging in South Dakota took the life of Isadore
Cavanaugh, convicted of
murdering a woman with a
meat cleaver.
Today, tourists can visit
Deadwood’s historic sites—
including the graves of Wild
Bill Hickok and Calamity

Calamity Jane

Jane—or they may indulge
their sporting instincts at
one of the town’s gambling
establishments.
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Sand Creek Massacre
Attack
(From Page 21)
four killed and 21 wounded
in the 1st Colorado Cavalry and 20 killed or mortally wounded and 31 other
wounded in the 3rd Colorado Cavalry; adding up to
24 killed and 52 wounded.
Some accounts reported
that some of Chivington’s
men were drunk and that
many of the soldiers’ casualties were due to friendly
fire, but neither of these
claims have been proven.
In testimony before a Congressional committee investigating the massacre,
Chivington claimed that
as many as 500–600 Indian warriors were killed.
Historian Alan Brinkley
wrote that 133 Indians were
killed, 105 of whom were
women and children. White
eye-witness John S. Smith
reported that 70-80 Indians
were killed, including 2030 warriors, which agrees
with Brinkley’s figure as to
the number of men killed.
After hiding all day

above the camp, in holes
dug beneath the bank of
Sand Creek, the survivors
there, many of whom were
wounded, moved up the
stream and spent the night
on the prairie. Trips were
made to the site of the camp
but very few survivors
were found there. After a
cold night without shelter,
the survivors set out toward
the Cheyenne camp on the
headwaters of the Smoky
Hill River. They soon met
up with other survivors who
had escaped with part of the
horse herd, some returning
from the Smoky Hill camp
where they had fled during
the attack. They then proceeded to the camp, where
they received assistance.
The massacre disrupted the traditional Cheyenne
power structure. Among
the chiefs killed were most
of those who had advocated peace with white settlers
and the U.S. government.
Many Cheyenne, including
the great warrior Roman
Nose, and Arapaho joined
the Dog Soldiers.
In January 1865, a

force of Sioux, Cheyenne,
and Arapaho warriors carried out an attack with
1,000 warriors on the stage
station and fort, then called
Camp Rankin, at presentday Julesburg, Colorado.
They followed up with
numerous raids along the
South Platte both east and
west of Julesburg, and a
second raid on Julesburg
in early February. These
raids resulted in the deaths
of many whites, including
women and children. The
bulk of the Indians then
moved north into Nebraska
on their way to the Black
Hills and the Powder River
Country.
Black Kettle continued
to want peace. He did not
join in the second raid or
in the journey north to the
Powder River country. He
left the camp and returned
with 80 lodges to the Arkansas River to seek peace.
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